5th December 2021

John 8:12
Jesus spoke to all the people, saying, “I
am the Light of the world. Anyone who
follows Me will not walk in darkness.
They will have the Light of Life.”
Welcome to the second Sunday in Advent,
as we prepare again for the coming of
Christ to the world and our lives. As I drive
and walk around Medway, Christmas ‘life’
is certainly shining through. I am always
intrigued by the many designs and creations of decorations in homes, on homes, in
shops etc. Some leave me cold and I wonder what they are trying to say, some, ‘yea
that’s great,’ but not for me. Then there
are those that are delighful, challenging
and tell a story. There is no doubt from
our decorations that we love Christmas but
also that right in the centre of it all is the
nativity which is the reminder of ‘The reason for the season’. Driving onto our estate these past few days has been a joy to
see the lights appearing - but you soon get
used to them.

Last week I spoke about shining your light,
joining our lights and being a ‘big’ light for
Christ. May we never get to a point that
we ‘get used to’ what ‘being the light’ is
all about. Let us have that real sense of
excitement as we prepare for the final
Sunday and Christmas Day.
This Sunday is our Toy Service. Thank you
in advance for your generosity. As I type
this message I know that Wendy has had
over 450 requests for toys - more than at
this stage last year, so your help is crucial.
Also, we look forward to the young people
leading our worship on the 12th. For me, it
is always a joy being in the room and being
ministered to by the young people.
Remember to bring in your Christmas Bags
of Hope this week to the Hall.
The Churches Together are holding their
annual Christmas Connect on the evening
of the 12th at 6pm at the KICC, Buckmore
Park. Our band will be participating and
the collection is for our Christmas programme. Please do come, it will be worth
it. https://youtu.be/wrbN_P5Wq3c
And, of course, our own Christmas Spectacular on the 19th at 6pm. We look forward to a great evening.
There is much going on - take time to all
let your light shine.

God bless you all as you meet, on line
or in the hall.
Ian F Payne - Major

PRAYER REMINDERS
Please pray this prayer:
Father God, I pray that today you
will inspire us and fill each of us
with your joy and peace and that, as we
celebrate your coming to earth for us, our
mission will overflow with hope. By the
power of your Holy Spirit, in the name of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
- Pray for all those for whom the preparations for Christmas are difficult, especially
families with children.
- Pray for all the volunteers and others
who are working to provide for children
and families at Christmas and pray that
sufficient donations will be received.
- Pray for all those who are receiving
treatment and needing hospital appointments.
- Pray for those working in the NHS and
bearing the responsibilities of patient care
and who are under stress.
- Pray for all those who find day to day living a struggle because of chronic health
problems or struggle with medication issues.
- Pray for those who have been bereaved
and are still coming to terms with the loss
of their loved ones, especially as Christmastime draws near.
- Pray for those people and families who
have mental health problems and addictions which they find difficult to control.
- Pray that the true message of Christmas
will be clear to all and give blessing to our
town.
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer
requests for the supportive prayers of the
Prayer
Chain.
Email
her
on
jeanm1938@gmail.com
or
text
on
07787718273.

Territorial Envoy
Tony McClure

I woke up this morning to some startling
news. There had been a football match
played between Latvia and England. Nothing surprising in that. Football matches are
played all the time I hear you cry.
The surprising thing about this match was
the end result. England scored 20 goals and
Latvia scored no goals at all.
Not being a lover of football in any shape or
form I drifted off to sleep.
Then I woke up with a start…20 Nil. Surely
in football history that must be a loss of astronomical levels. I even began to think
about the point of even playing the game.
Couldn’t those in the know realise that Latvia and England were in different leagues.
Never being a sporty person myself I was
always told that it was the taking part that
was the important part. If you won, that was
just the cherry on the cake. I will confess to
you I never found ‘taking part’ was up to
much. It was the winning that I liked.
I have realized the error of my ways as I
have got older. But old habits die hard and
sometimes I do find myself being a little resentful when my ‘team’ don’t win.
Jesus said, or implied, that success wasn’t
the reason why you did something. His motivation was from His love and compassion
for those He met.
According to the world’s standards and view
Jesus often ‘lost’ situations He was involved
in. The one thing He did was to show the
grace and love of His Father in all His situations.
During the delights of the Christmas season
may God’s love and grace be seen in all we
do.

TONY

NO ZOOM BIBLE FELLOWSHIP THIS WEEK
There will be no Zoom Bible Fellowship this
week but will continue the following week,
15th led by TE Tony, continuing the book of
Ruth. Connection details will be :
597 290 9541 and the fellowship commences at 8pm and finishes at 9pm. All invited
and all welcome on 15 December.
FINAL WEEK
CHRISTMAS BAGS OF HOPE
See the poster at the end of
the Chatter for the details of
the 2021 Christmas Bags of
Hope. Buy the 21 items and
bring them to the hall in a
Christmas ‘Bag for Life’. They will then be
distributed to those in the community.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Sunday 12th December 2021 from 6.008.30pm. Joint Christmas Carol Outreach
event @ KICC, Buckmore Park, Maidstone
Road, Blue Bell Hill, Chatham, ME5 9QG.
Chatham Band will be participating. The
preacher will be Mark Ritchie who is most
entertaining and will bring joy, laughter
and a sparkle to the evening. Bring a
friend
CHATHAM CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Sunday 19th December 2021 at 6.00 is our
Community Christmas Celebration at the
Hall. The Theme is ‘Life and Light to All
He Brings’ - an evening in the presence of
the Mayor of Medway, Cllr Jan Aldous and
other guests. It is an opportunity for you
to invite family and friends. Invitation flyers are now in reception. Let’s make it a
night to remember.

CAROLLING 2021
This year’s carolling list is published below.
We will need collectors and a list has been
put up by the reception desk as you come
into the hall. Please add your name at the
time slots available. For further details
please do speak to CS Andrew or CT Andy.
Thank you in advance for your support no
matter how long or short.
CHRISTMAS DAY (Leaflets at reception)
Chatham SA in partnership with Medway
Sunlight Rotary Club will be providing support to individuals and families on Christmas Day. If you would like to volunteer for
any part of the programme we are looking
for Volunteers for the Prep day on Thursday 23rd, drivers to deliver on the 23rd &
Christmas Day, (small number) and others
to help Christmas Day; serve lunch, buddy
people, sandwich and food preparation,
wrapping presents etc. More details will be
following. Can you please let Gill know in
the office if you are wanting to volunteer.
Also, can you let her know if there is anyone who needs an invitation for Christmas
Day and/or a dinner delivering; delivery
only for those completely housebound.
gillian.hopkins1@talktalk.net
CAN YOU REFER SOMEONE?
When next at your doctor’s surgery, or
dentist’s, talk to the receptionist about
what we are doing on Christmas Day as
we will be taking referrals from surgeries, schools, social workers and the like.
What about informing a local church or
community centre or community group
near you, to let us know who we can
support this Christmas? It starts the conversation and who knows where it will
end? Go on and Do it. Posters can be
collected from the Office.

Also, there are some food referral forms
available from Gill in the office. They are
for residents who might struggle to buy
extras this Christmas, therefore we can
provide all the food for Christmas Day,
vegetables, puddings etc: All will have to
be prepared by the receiver. (Only the
Turkey will be pre-cooked). These will be
delivered on the 23rd Dec.

PRAYING FOR THE SALVATION ARMY
AROUND THE WORLD

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
We will have a Christmas Day celebration
at 10am - all the worship area will be a
‘Café Style’ area, as drinks and mince pies
will be served from 9:30am. Those not
wishing to sit in such a way can use the
balcony.

THIS SUNDAY
CHRISTMAS TOY
APPEAL
Again, this year we
will be giving out
toys to families in
Medway.
Our Toy
Service will be this
Sunday 5th December 10am. Please
bring a new, unwrapped toy. You can bring your toy to the
Hall on the Sunday above or Monday 6th or
Friday 10th between 10am-1pm. Any further information required, please speak to
Wendy.

Norway, Iceland and the Faroes Territory
Territorial leaders:
Commissioner Knud and Lisbeth Welander
Prayer requests:
- Spiritual renewal and renewed engagement among officers and members.
- For the implementation process of the
new strategy plan with its focus on families
and young people
- For more people to respond to the challenge to be an officer in TSA. Specifically
from Iceland: That God prepares our
thoughts and hearts to welcome those who
come to us from another culture, not only
for welfare, but also to be part of our
church. That we in a Jesus-like way receive
them with love. Specifically from the Faroe
Islands:
- Pray for officers who want to serve in the
Faroe Islands
- To see God’s way forward for TSA in the
islands
- For local leaders, children and youth in
TSA: for strength, courage and faith for the
work – that God will give fruit

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Here is this week’s article explaining
and giving information on the subject. TAJIKISTAN Number 33 in the
WORLD WATCH LIST

fines and imprisonment – all meant to pressure Christians and keep them in line.
The Tajik ethnic identity is directly tied to Islam. That is why Christians who have converted from Islam bear the brunt of persecution at the hands of both the state and from
family, friends and community.
Meet Pastor Bahrom
“Early last year, my church was attacked by
wicked people and the church building was
confiscated by the court. Our church is now
gathering inside a shipping container.”
PASTOR BAHROM

How many Christians are there in Tajikistan?
There are approximately 66,300 Christians
in Tajikistan, from a population of 9.5 million
people – that’s less than one per cent.
How are Christians persecuted in Tajikistan?
In Tajikistan, the government puts heavy
pressure on all ‘deviating’ religious groups
by tightening and strictly enforcing existing
laws.
All religious activities must be approved by
the government, and it is common for
churches – particularly Protestant – to be
raided by authorities. Church leaders and
Christians can be detained if they are found
to have any Christian materials that aren’t
government-approved. The country also has
a law specifically targeting religious work
among young people, leaving Christians
unsure of what they are legally allowed to
say to young Christians.
Police officers sometimes disrupt meetings
and interrogate church members. Local authorities often impose fines on Christians
because of their faith and for legal reasons,
such as gathering without a permit, possessing and printing religious material without a permit, or perceived proselytisation.
Persecution from the state includes searches, detention, interrogation, confiscation,

What’s life like for Christians in Tajikistan?
In April 2017, Pastor Holmatov Bahrom was
arrested and imprisoned for three years on
false accusations of 'singing extremist
songs in church and so inciting religious hatred'. Thankfully, after much prayer, Pastor
Bahrom was released on 18 December
2019! But his case shows that Tajik Christians are unlikely to receive favour or justice
from the authorities. Please pray that this
will no longer be the case, and for Pastor
Bahrom and his family to recover from their
trauma.
His church building was confiscated when
he was arrested, supposedly to be used as
a kindergarten but it’s still empty. Pastor
Bahrom’s church now meets in a shipping
container – extremely cold in winter and extremely hot in summer. The number of
members who’ve been harassed, tortured or
fired from their jobs is such that the church’s
congregation has diminished massively –
from about 500 people to around 100.
Is it getting harder to be a Christian in
Tajikistan?
Although Tajikistan fell two rankings from
last year’s World Watch List, persecution
and pressure actually rose slightly. Violence
is still very low, but pressure in every sphere
of life increased marginally. Being a Christian in Tajikistan continues to be difficult and

dangerous, particularly for churches trying
to share the gospel and make disciples.
How can I help Christians in Tajikistan?
Please keep praying for your brothers and
sisters in Tajikistan. Your gifts and prayers
make an enormous difference to those following Jesus no matter the cost.
Open Doors works through local partners to
strengthen Christians in Tajikistan by
providing Bibles, training for Christians and
church leaders; socio-economic aid and legal support.
PLEASE PRAY
God our Father, we pray for Your people
in Tajikistan. We ask You to give courage
and hope to pastors and church leaders,
and to every believer who follows You.
We pray for those Christians who have
been detained for their faith; we ask that,
in Your power, they would be released
and reunited with their families and
communities. We also lift up Your followers who have risked the wrath of their
families and communities to follow You.
Amen.

ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY
As part of your daily devotions let’s pray
the A to Z prayer. Each day you will have
a letter from the alphabet. Use this letter to pray for members of the Corps
with this initial, friends, family, neighbours, a Salvation Army Corps and a
Country of the World.
Let’s make a difference by praying for
each other and wider. Can you imagine
the difference that will make?

MONDAY MATTHEW 1:20-21
An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you

are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins."
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
Right at the commencement of the Christmas
Story, we see the purpose of Jesus, He became our sin bearer our gift of salvation was
incredibly costly to him. It is a reminder of
two great truths: God loves us incredibly and
salvation is a precious gift.
A - MY PRAYER ...
Almighty God and Saviour, thank you for bearing the cost of my sin in Jesus. Thank you
precious Lord, for taking on human flesh,
bearing its difficulties, facing rejection so I
could be saved. My salvation makes all other
names pale in comparison to Jesus, through
whom I offer all thanks and praise. Amen.

TUESDAY LUKE 1:68-70
[Zechariah said,] "Praise be to the Lord, God
of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn
of salvation for us in the house of his servant
David, as he said through his holy prophets
long ago."
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
What God does in Jesus is not a surprise. Yes,
it was unexpected, but the "hints" and prophecies of his coming are found all over the Old
Testament. The holy prophets had spoken
about it "long ago." But more than the prophets, Jesus’ coming is God keeping his
word. Jesus' coming is God's answer to his
promises. That's why Paul can say that all
God's promises find their "yes" in Jesus and it
is through Jesus that the "amen" is spoken (2
Cor. 1). In Jesus, God comes, God ministers,
God cares, God saves, God redeems, and God
keeps his promises.
B - MY PRAYER ...
I thank you, Holy Father, that you keep your
promises. I know you don't have to keep your
word to me, but because of your love and
kindness, I know you will. So please help me
be more faithful to you as I seek to honour my
commitments and pledges to you. I know this
is important to you not only because I need to
learn obedience, but I also need to develop a
character
more
consistent
with
your

own. Thank you for hearing my heart. In Jesus
name I pray. Amen.

WEDNESDAY LUKE 1:76-78
[Zechariah prophesied concerning John,] "You,
my child, will be called a prophet of the Most
High; for you will go on before the Lord to
prepare the way for him, to give his people
the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender
mercy of our God."
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
Where does salvation come from? Does it
come from our sense that something is desperately wrong and we need to change and
make it better? Does it come from casting
things in a more positive light so we don't become discouraged and quit? Does it come
from a lucky break? Does it come because we
are scrupulously righteous and deserve it coming our way? Does it come from rigorously
obeying everything in the law? No! Salvation
and forgiveness come from one source, "the
tender mercy of our God."
C - MY PRAYER ...
I confess, Father, that at times I've tried to
earn my salvation. At other times, I have taken it for granted and trampled on your mercy
and grace. Today, Father, I want to live for
you: not to be saved or gain salvation, but to
please you and reflect your character and nature. Your mercy and grace have redeemed
many people from the worthless way of living
that I see so many others trapped in. Thank
you for your salvation, but please help me to
live in a way that shows the joy of that salvation in all I say, think, and do. Through Jesus I
pray. Amen.

THURSDAY LUKE 2:1 & LUKE 4:5
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. So Joseph went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He
went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.

THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
Isn't it amazing how many inconveniences in
our lives the Lord uses to accomplish his will
in us? Can you think of a worse time to have
to go on a cross-country trip with their modes
of travel than Joseph and Mary faced? Yet
God turned it into the moment in which the
angels found their tune and Satan met his
match.
D - MY PRAYER ...
Father, I thank you that behind history, and
especially behind the part of history where I
live, your hand is always working for my redemption and your glory. Give me faith to
ride out the difficult times, knowing that you
will use those difficulties to be the incubator
of your next great work in me. Through Jesus I
pray. Amen.

FRIDAY LUKE 2:6-7
While [Joseph and Mary] were [in Bethlehem],
the time came for the baby to be born, and
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no room for them
in the inn.
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
I've always been amazed at how God chose to
place his Son into our world. He could have
done it any way he wanted. But he chose this
way -- to enter the world in difficult times under difficult circumstances as a helpless infant
who must be cared for by parents who were
vulnerable to so many frailties. Yet in spite of
the challenges that lay ahead and the bewildering mystery that confronted them: Joseph
and Mary, along with everyone around them,
were caught up in the great joy this new child
gave.
E - MY PRAYER ...
Give me a heart of faith, O God, so that I
might always see your sovereignty and grace
being poured out on me in special ways. I am
thrilled that you, the Creator and Sustainer of
the entire universe, chose to enter my world
as a child. Thank you for trusting your wonderful salvation to human flesh so we could
know that you deemed us worthy of entering

our world to make us right for yours. Through
Jesus. Amen.

SATURDAY LUKE 2:8-11
And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Saviour
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord."
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
Shepherds and the glory of the Lord in the
same sentence. Shepherds enjoyed a great
heritage in Israel with Abraham, Moses, and
David as notable shepherds and God being
identified through Psalm 23 as a great shepherd. But by this time in Israelite history,
they were not highly regarded. They smelled
like sheep. They spent their time with
sheep. They were not really clean and religious enough to be considered spiritual. So
when God chose to announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds with his contingent of angels
he makes his point clear: Everyone is loved by
God, everyone has access to God, and everyone is desired by God.
F -- MY PRAYER ...
Holy and Almighty God, I confess to you that
sometimes the outward appearance and reputation of a person colours the way I treat
them. But today, I'm convicted of how much
you want everyone to know about your grace
in Jesus. Give me a heart to love all people
and a passion to share your grace with them.
Through Jesus I pray this. Amen.

THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ...
The sign to the shepherds was a baby in a
feeding trough. Pretty potent sign isn't it! The
Almighty Creator of the universe sleeping
where the sheep and goats have eaten their
grain and hay. That God would love us so
much as to reduce himself to such an inauspicious beginning reminds us why the angels
praise him so. He is glorious and yet he chose
not to hide or protect that glory, but instead
he shared it so we could find it, too!
G - MY PRAYER ...
God of the manger and Ruler of the constellations, I join my heart and my voice with the
angels in praise to your glorious and holy
name. Your sacrifice is so profound I am awestruck. You could have chosen any sign to
show Jesus to the shepherds, but you chose
the manger. Thank you for revealing yourself
in such a common place so I could find your
sign and come home to you. Through Jesus
with all my love. Amen.

SUNDAY LUKE 2:11-14
[An angel of the Lord said,] "Today in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men
on whom his favour rests."

NEW DEVELOPMENT OPPOSITE THE HALL

Chatham
SA Hall

The site comprises the former NCP car park
and the vacant Trafalgar Centre in Rhode
Street/High Street, Chatham. TBH are requesting comments on the redevelopment
proposals.
TBH are the owners and bought the site in
Summer 2020. The Trafalgar Centre previously comprised a number of retail units
but it has been closed for 8/9 years. NCP
had a lease over the Trafalgar Centre and
car park but the Council have taken a surrender of their lease to bring forward our
regeneration plans.
The site presents a genuine opportunity
to:
Deliver new, high quality residential development in a very sustainable location
Achieve and assist regeneration of Chatham town centre
Create employment during construction
and permanent employment on completion
Increase footfall to support the High Street
and the town centre economy whilst retaining car parking for residents and town
centre users

Enhance and strengthen the existing asset
which is the Nucleus Arts Centre
Provide co-working space to support “creative” objectives
Proposals:
Approximately 200 residential apartments
across 3 buildings
Range of 1 and 2-bedroom apartments for 1
to 4 persons
Dedicated artist/creative space on ground
floor – approximately 1900 sq ft
Dedicated/ additional co-working space on
ground floor – approximately 4000 sq ft
Retention of circa 175 car parking spaces
Courtyard open space
New pedestrian access to High Street
Local landscape enhancement
Integral cycle storage
Integral refuse storage
Improvements to car park façade
Improvements to internal car park environment
Electric vehicle charging points
Your comments on the proposed development would be welcomed. Please submit
them using the link on the dedicated website
www.TrafalgarCentre-NCPcarpark.com
or submit to info@tbholdings.com
Please submit the comments by Monday
the 6th of December 2021. We appreciate
your interest in this proposal and thank you
for taking time to engage.

