
  

 

 

21st November 2021 

 
John 20:4  
At this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did 
not realise that it was Jesus. 
 
Can you believe that next Sunday is the 
First Sunday in Advent – where has time 
gone, 
Very grateful to Lt Col Judith for leading 
worship last Sunday as I was accompany-
ing the Mayor – She was very busy -  Being 
once a Naval/Military town, there is much 
to do and what a privilege to be a part of 
it.  Firstly at the Naval War Memorial at 
the Great Lines and then to a packed 
Rochester Cathedral (1st time) for a re-
membrance service followed by wreath 
laying at the War Memorial in Rochester 
when 100’s of people had gathered to be 
a part of this important day and then fin-
ishing off with a March past with the Lord 
Lieutenant The Lady Colgrain, the High 
Sheriff of Kent, Mr J C H Weir Esq J and 
the Mayor.  It was good to have oppor-
tunity to talk about our work in Chatham 
to the principal guests. So whilst I was in 
one part of Chatham, Bandmaster Nigel 
and the Band were at Chatham War me-
morial for a service, which was shown on 
local BBC news (well done Chris), so 
thank you band for your service this year. 
There is no doubting that The Salvation 
Army is still around! 
This Sunday I have had a thought running 
through my head for weeks – ‘Turn and  

 

 

 
 
Face Christmas’ I want us, as we come to 
Advent to deliberately ‘TURN’ to face 
Christmas, the story, the truth, the reali-
ty, and in doing so we are preparing our-
selves to share the ‘Light and Life’ of Je-
sus -  We can only share the truth of what 
we know ourselves. 
‘Only as I truly know Thee, 
Can I make Thee known,  
Only show the power to others, 
Which in my life is known’ 
Let us focus all our energy on enjoying 
and sharing the reality of Christmas this 
year, if only to one person, can you  im-
agine the difference that will make to 
that one person and to your life. 
So, journey with me these next fiveweek 
and starting by turning. 
God bless you all as we meet together 
this Sunday, in the hall or on Line.  Please 
remember the ‘Christmas Bags of Hope’ 
and Toy service. Also is there someone 
who you know, who would benefit from a 
Christmas Food Hamper, everything for 
Christmas Day, which will be delivered on 
the 23rd.  Please let Gill in the Office 
have the details – I want everyone to 
have a happy Christmas and we can make 
that possible is so many ways. 

God bless you all as you 
meet, online, in the hall, or 
at a war memorial. 
 
 
Ian F Payne  - Major 

 
 



 
 
PRAYER REMINDERS 

 

Please pray this prayer: 
Father God, I pray that today you 
will inspire us and fill each of us 

with your joy and peace and that, in our 
worship, wherever we are, our fellowship 
and mission will overflow with hope. By 
the power of your Holy Spirit, in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
-  Pray for those who, today, are remem-
bering family members who have given 
their lives for our country. 
-  Pray for those who will undergo surgery 
this week (Trevor) and others (Olive) who 
are needing treatment and hospital ap-
pointments. 
-  Pray for all those who find day to day liv-
ing a struggle because of chronic health 
problems or struggle with medication is-
sues (Peter, Penny) 
-  Pray for all the children’s groups, includ-
ing the BP sections, KAOS and the Mainly 
Music and Mummy & Me groups. 
-  Pray for those who have been bereaved 
and are still coming to terms with the loss 
of their loved ones, especially as Christ-
mastime draws near.  
-  Pray for those people and families who 
are struggling with financial problems and 
are anxious about the future as the costs of 
day to day living increase. 
-  Pray for our world, the impact of climate 
change and ask for guidance to do what we 
can to improve people’s lives who are suf-
fering through this. 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer 
requests for the supportive prayers of the 
Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanm1938@gmail.com or text on 
07787718273.  
 
 
 

 

 
             Territorial Envoy 

            Tony McClure 
 

Have you ever had that moment of dread 
when someone asks you to say what your 
favourite song is. 
I really couldn’t say what my favourite 
song is as I have so many. 
 
One that I had forgotten suddenly came to 
my remembrance as I was preparing the 
Meeting for Strood last Saturday. 
 
I share it with you now. 
 
He giveth more grace as our burdens grow 
greater, 
He sendeth more strength as our as our  
labours increase, 
To added afflictions he addeth his mercy, 
To multiplied trials he multiplied peace. 
 
When we have exhausted our store of    
endurance, 
When our strength has failed ere the day  
is half done, 
When we reach the end of our hoarded   
resources 
Our Father’s full giving is only begun. 
 
His love has no limits, his grace has no 
measure, 
His power no boundary known unto me; 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth and giveth, and giveth again. 
 
Hallelujah. May the gracious riches of our 

God be yours. TONY 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZOOM BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 

There will be Zoom Bible Fellowship this 
week led by TE Tony, continuing the book 
of Ruth;  Connection details are:   
597 290 9541 and the fellowship commenc-
es at 8pm and finishes at 9pm.   All invited 
and all welcome. 
 

ITS BACK!  
CHRISTMAS  
BAGS OF HOPE 
See the poster at the 
end of the Chatter for 
the details of the 2021 
Christmas Bags of 
Hope. Buy the 21 items 
and bring them to the 
hall in a Christmas ‘Bag 

for Life’. They will then be distributed to 
those in the community. There are leaflets 
on reception. 
 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
Sunday 12th December 2021 from 6.00-
8.30pm. Joint Christmas Carol Outreach 
event @ KICC, Buckmore Park, Maidstone 
Road, Blue Bell Hill, Chatham. ME5 9QG. 
Chatham Band will be participating. The 
preacher will be Mark Ritchie who is most 
entertaining and will bring joy, laughter 
and a sparkle to the evening.  Bring a 
friend 
 
CHATHAM CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Sunday 19th December 2021 at 6.00 
is our Community Christmas Cele-
bration at the Hall.  The Theme is 
‘Life and Light to All He Brings’ - an 
evening in the presence of the 
Mayor of Medway, Cllr Jan Aldous 
and other guests.  It is an opportuni-
ty for you to invite family and 
friends, invite flyers are now in re-

ception -  Let’s make it a night to 
remember. 
CHRISTMAS DAY (Leaflets at reception) 
Chatham SA in partnership with Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club will be providing sup-
port to individuals and families on Christ-
mas Day. If you would like to volunteer for 
any part of the programme we are looking 
for Volunteers for the Prep day on Thurs-
day 23rd, drivers to deliver on the 23rd & 
Christmas Day, (small number) and others 
to help Christmas Day; serve lunch, buddy 
people, sandwich and food preparation,  
wrapping presents etc. More details will be 
following. Can you please let Gill know in 
the office if you are wanting to volunteer.  
Also, can you let her know if there is any-
one who needs an invitation for Christmas 
Day and/or a dinner delivering; delivery 
only for those completely housebound. 
 gillian.hopkins1@talktalk.net  
 
CAN YOU REFER SOMEONE? 
When next at your Doctor’s surgery, or 
dentist’s talk to the receptionist about 
what we are doing on Christmas Day as 
we will be taking referrals from surger-
ies, schools, social workers and the like.  
What about informing a local church or 
community centre or community group 
near you, to let us know who we can 
support this Christmas?  It starts the con-
versation and who knows where it will 
end?  Go on and Do it.  Posters can be 
collected from the Office. 
 
Also there are some food referral forms 
available from Gill in the Office -  They 
are for residents who might struggle to 
buy extras this Christmas, therefore  we 
can provide all the food for Christmas 
Day, vegetables, puddings etc: all will 
have to be prepared by the receiver. (on-
ly Turkey Cooked) These will be deliv-
ered on the 23rd. 
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CHRISTMAS TOY    
APPEAL 
Again, this year we 
will be giving out 
toys to families in 
Medway.  Our Toy 
Service will be on 
Sunday 5th Decem-
ber 10am.  Please 
bring a new, un-
wrapped toy. You 
can bring your toy to 

the Hall on the Sunday above or Monday 6th 
or Friday 10th between 10am-1pm - Any 
further information required, please speak 
to Wendy. 
 
CAROLLING 2021 
This Years carolling list is published below.  
We will need collectors and a list has been 
put up by the reception desk as you come 
into the hall -  Please add you name at the 
time slots available.  For further details 
please do speak to CS Andrew or CT Andy. 
Thank you in advance for you support no 
matter how long or short. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
We will have a Christmas Day celebration 
at 10am -  all the worship area will be a 
‘Café Style’ area, as drinks and mince pies 
will be served from 9:30am. Those not 
wishing to sit in such a way can use  the 
balcony.  
 
JOIN THE CRESCENDO: MUSIC AND       
CREATIVE ARTS LEADERS' FORUMS  
Music and Creative Arts local leaders are 
invited to join together online to share ex-
periences, develop skills and seek support 
with like-minded leaders from their area of 
ministry. See the attached poster for 
events January to March. Email mu-
sic@salvationarmy.org.uk  to book your 
place. 
 

 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL CELEBRATING 
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT  
Wednesday 8 December 2021, 8pm.  We 
are delighted to be returning once again to 
the Royal Albert Hall for the annual carol 
concert with readings and live music from 
celebrity guests and Salvation Army music 
groups. Order tickets from the Royal Albert 
Hall online (Search Salvation Army Christ-
mas 2021) or call 020 7589 8121.  
 
PRAYING FOR THE SALVATION ARMY  
AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 
 

 Brazil Territory 
 
Territorial Leaders: Colonels Nara 
and Wilson Strasse 
 
Prayer Requests: 
▪ For the preparations and holding in 
2022 of the Update Seminars for Offic-
ers and for the Extensive Course for 
New Officers. 
▪ For the preparations and holding in 
2022 of the Territorial Congress to cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
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Salvation Army in the Territory of Bra-
zil 
▪ For the legal challenges of adequacy 
and judicial issues in our Territory. 
▪ For the retired officers of this Terri-
tory, so that we can provide better as-
sistance and residential structures. 
▪ For the organization and definition of 
work within the Departments in the 
way that the work initiatives respond 
effectively to the Territory's demands. 
▪ For the implementation of Strategic 
Planning for the Territory. 
▪ For the growth and strengthening of 
Corps and Social Units. 
▪ For awakening vocations. 
▪ For the employees, so that they are 
committed to the development of the 
Mission. 
▪ For physical and spiritual health of 
officers in the transition period from 
the pandemic to new ways of doing 
ministry. 
▪ For the officers and employees who 
lost loved ones during the pandemic 
▪ For the completion of several pro-
jects that were stalled due to the pan-
demic 
▪ For new territorial and international 
funding opportunities for current and 
new works. 
▪ For the adequacy and acceptance of 
all officers of the Territory of the new 
financial  system that is being imple-
mented. 
▪ That Thrift Stores' income generation 
will grow more and more, supporting 
our social mission. 
▪ That Officers, Salvationists, and 
friends commit spiritually, physically, 
and financially to the Army's mission. 
 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Here is this week’s article explaining 
and giving information on the sub-
ject. BANGLADESH Number 31 in the 
WORLD WATCH LIST 

 
 

How many Christians are there in 
Bangladesh? 
Only a very small percentage of Bang-
ladesh is Christian – around 903,000 
from a population of almost 170 mil-
lion. 
How are Christians persecuted in 
Bangladesh? 
Bangladeshi society is growing increas-
ingly Islamic, with the government do-
ing more to appease concerns from 
Muslim hardliners. Islamic extremists 
in the country pressure all groups of 
Christians. Evangelistic churches that 
work among the Muslim majority face 
the most persecution, but even histori-
cal churches like the Roman Catholic 



Church are increasingly faced with at-
tacks and death-threats.  
Converts from a Muslim, Hindu, Bud-
dhist or a tribal background suffer the 
most severe restrictions, discrimina-
tion and attacks in Bangladesh. They 
often gather in small house churches 
or secret groups due to fear of attack. 
Tribal Christians, like those from the 
Santal people group, face an increasing 
double vulnerability (belonging to both 
an ethnic and religious minority) and 
struggle with land-grabbing issues and 
violence directed against them. Chris-
tians among the Muslim-majority Roh-
ingya people, who fled to Bangladesh 
from Myanmar, also face harassment 
and strong pressure from their com-
munity. Last year, they were the tar-
get of a violent attack by extremist 
Muslim groups. 
 
Meet 'Badol' 
“After I accepted Jesus Christ, I was a 
little bit scared that the Muslim villag-
ers would not want to do anything with 
me. And now no one wants to talk, 
communicate or associate with us.” 
BADOL, What’s life like for Christians 
in Bangladesh? 
Badol (name changed) became a 
church leader after receiving biblical 
training through Open Doors partners. 
In his Muslim-majority community, he 
knew that becoming a Christian and 
expressing his faith openly would make 
things difficult. He was worried that 
his Muslim neighbours wouldn’t accept 
his family after their conversion – and, 
sadly, he was right: “No one wants to 
talk, communicate or associate with 
us,” he says. 

Across Bangladesh, this is a common 
story. Christians who have converted 
from another religion – usually Islam – 
suffer the most severe persecution. 
Often, they must worship in secret, for 
fear of attack. Or, like Badol’s family, 
they are ostracised when they choose 
not to take part in other religious fes-
tivals. 
During the pandemic, persecution 
against Christians has intensified. Many 
falsely believe that Christians from 
Muslim backgrounds have been paid to 
convert, which is used as an excuse to 
deny them vital food aid. Some Islamic 
scholars and religious leaders began 
spreading the lie that Covid-19 would 
only spread to non-Muslims. These lies 
have been used to stir up bad feelings 
towards Christians, particularly among 
those in rural areas with low levels of 
education, leading some to face social 
isolation or eviction from their homes 
and villages. Many believers from Mus-
lim backgrounds have been pressured 
to return to Islam in order to receive 
life-saving support from their local au-
thorities.  
Since the start of the pandemic, your 
help has provided over 4,000 Christian 
families with food aid . You have also 
helped almost 250 families with in-
come-generating support. Open Doors 
local partners will continue to support 
these families in the long term. 
Badol and his family are amongst those 
your help has reached, after they were 
denied vital food and aid when distrib-
uted by local authorities because of 
their faith. “For the first time, I re-
ceived relief,” says Badol. “I am very 
happy!” 



Is it getting harder to be a Christian 
in Bangladesh? 
At number 31 on the 2021 World Watch 
List, Bangladesh has risen by seven 
places – and 17 places since 2018. This 
is because of increases in persecution 
in both public and private life. In many 
aspects of daily life, pressure has 
tightened for Bangladeshi Christians, 
and they experience discrimination 
and persecution. 
There have also been violent attacks 
against Christians. In spring last year, 
there was a violent incident against 
the tiny Christian community among 
the Rohingya refugee community that 
fled Myanmar for Bangladesh. 
Additionally, there is some worry that 
the government – ruled by a single par-
ty that ran unopposed in the most re-
cent elections – is increasingly discrim-
inating against Christians in its efforts 
to appease Islamic extremists. In many 
anecdotal situations, Christians were 
left out of Covid-19 government relief, 
often facing starvation or severe 
health issues. 
How can I help Christians in Bangla-
desh? 
Please keep praying for your brothers 
and sisters in Bangladesh. Your gifts 
and prayers make an enormous differ-
ence to those following Jesus no mat-
ter the cost. 
Open Doors works with local churches 
to strengthen persecuted believers in 
Bangladesh through training, Bible dis-
tribution, literacy and socio-economic 
development projects, and emergency 
aid.  
 
 

PLEASE PRAY 
God, we pray for the Christians of 
Bangladesh, coming from so many 
tribes, tongues and nations. We know 
You are the God of all people, and that 
You knit us together as one Church. We 
ask that You would be the comfort of 
Your people in Bangladesh. Keep them 
safe, and help them to grow in faith, 
hope and love as they seek Your face. 
Amen. 

 
ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY  
As part of your daily devotions let’s pray 
the A to Z prayer. Each day you will have 
a letter from the alphabet.  Use this let-
ter to pray for members of the Corps 
with this initial, friends, family, neigh-
bours, a Salvation Army Corps and a 
Country of the World.  
Let’s make a difference by praying for 
each other and wider.  Can you imagine 
the difference that will make? 

 
MONDAY JOHN 6:35 
Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life.  He 
who comes to me will never go hungry, 
and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
We crave food at regular intervals during 
the day.  During this holiday season food 
occupies our thoughts and fills up our ac-
tivities.  But deep in our soul is a hunger, a 
soul hunger. It cannot be filled by food, 
drink, or chemicals.  This hunger was the 
desire built into us by our Creator, placed 
there when he knit us together in our 
mother's womb.  This hunger can only be 
satiated by Jesus. 
H - MY PRAYER...Please fill me, my Fa-
ther, with Jesus.  Give me today, my Daily 
Bread, that I may find life in all its full-
ness. Precious Lord, Jesus my brother and 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/6-35.html


Saviour, fill me and touch me with your 
presence so that I can serve you by blessing 
those around me with your grace. Amen. 
 

TUESDAY JOHN 8:12 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said,"I am the light of the world.  Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
Darkness is more than a symbol, it is a per-
vasive way of living and viewing the 
world.  Darkness is the place of deception, 
evil, crime, predators, sin, and death.  To 
follow Jesus means to bring him our heart 
and let him cast everything from the dark-
ness that plagues us on the inside so we 
don't have to be afraid of the darkness on 
the outside.  In this way, Jesus gives us 
light, but it is a light that does more than 
fill a dark room. This is a light that illu-
mines the heart. 
I - MY PRAYER... 
Holy God who lives in glorious and irre-
pressible light, I praise you for sending Je-
sus to cast away the dark fears that so eas-
ily envelope me. I pray for strength and 
courage to not only live in the light, but 
show others their way to the light. In Jesus 
name I pray. Amen. 
 

WEDNESDAY JOHN 10:7 &JOHN 9:10 
Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, I am the 
gate for the sheep; whoever enters 
through me will be saved.  He will come in 
and go out and find pasture.  The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and 
have it in full." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
Jesus came to the world to give us life.  He 
didn't come to bring us rules, or judgment, 
or fear, or work. Jesus came to give us life 
in its fullest form.  While we know that this 
is promised to us when we go to be with 
him for all eternity, John wants us to 

clearly hear that Jesus' promise to give us 
life begins right now! Not JUST life later, 
but also life NOW! 
J - MY PRAYER ... 
Almighty God, I confess that sometimes I 
play life too carefully, not risking failure 
and loss and not reaching for your opportu-
nities and your concerns.  Give me a heart 
that yearns to live life in all its fullness by 
seeking after your will, Jesus' example, and 
the Holy Spirit's leading in my decisions to-
day and always.  Through Jesus I ask this to 
your glory.  Amen. 
 

THURSDAY JOHN 10:14-15 
[Jesus said,] "I am the good shepherd; I 
know my sheep and my sheep know me - 
just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father - and I lay down my life for the 
sheep." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
The goal of our walk with Jesus is to come 
to know him as our shepherd just as inti-
mately as he knows the Father. A key thing 
for us to remember: In a world where so 
many people want to attract our attention 
and are willing to give us advice, we can 
refuse their voice.  We listen to Jesus be-
cause he has shown his love for us by laying 
down his life for us.  He is not a hireling, 
he is the Good Shepherd. 
K – L - MY PRAYER ... 
Holy Father, you are wonderful and gener-
ous beyond description.  You have shown 
your love by sending your Son to be my 
Shepherd.  Help me hear his voice through 
your Word. Help me hear his voice through 
the wise counsel of spiritual friends.  Help 
me hear his voice through the words sung 
by my brothers and sisters when we are as-
sembled.  Help me hear his voice in the 
Holy Spirit's work on my conscience. Fa-
ther,  I want to follow your Son as my 
Shepherd and Lord because I know he, like 
you, is good! Through my Shepherd and 
Lord I pray. Amen. 
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FRIDAY JOHN 10:14-15 
[Jesus said,] "I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and be-
lieves in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?" 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
This is the most important question you 
will ever answer. Do you really believe 
this? Do you believe that when you died 
with Christ in baptism through faith, that 
you died the most significant death and 
that your physical death will not separate 
you from Jesus? All of life, even all of 
eternity for you, hangs on this one ques-
tion. 
M - MY PRAYER ... 
Almighty and Everlasting Father, I believe 
that because you have adopted me into 
your family, death wilL never claim me. 
Help me live with new vigor and confi-
dence knowing that Satan cannot have me 
and death cannot claim me because I am 
yours through Jesus. In my precious Re-
deemer, I pray. Amen. 
 

SATURDAY JOHN 14:6 
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
I don't want to be any more exclusive than 
Jesus.  But I do want to hear his voice.  He 
calls me to find the way to the Father 
through him.  I must also know that others 
must know him to find their way to the Fa-
ther, too. How can we not be more pas-
sionate about those around us who do not 
really know Jesus as their Savior, Redeem-
er, Brother, and Lord?  How can the first 
four books of our New Testament lie un-
read? 
 
 
 

N - MY PRAYER ... 
Holy God and Righteous Father, give me a 
passion for Jesus and a heart that knows 
him in word, deed, and concern. Through 
him I pray. Amen. 
 

SUNDAY JOHN 15:5 & JOHN 15:8 
[Jesus said,] "I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing. This is to my Fa-
ther's' glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples."  
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE ... 
We take on Jesus' character (bear fruit) by 
remaining intimately connected to him. 
The distance between heaven and earth is 
not so great when heaven lives within us. 
In John 14, Jesus reminded us that if we 
will obey him, he will come and live in us 
and will reveal himself to us. So as we obey 
him, we know him better. His life becomes 
real in us. 
O - MY PRAYER ... 
Precious Lord, I want to obey your word, 
your will, and your example. I want to 
obey you to honor you, to love you, and to 
know you. So please, help me come to 
know you better as I walk more closely in 
your steps. Help me to know what it means 
to live your life in my world. Amen. 
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