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Hello Friends and Welcome   
 

Isaiah 54:2-3 
“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent 
curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your 
cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will spread 
out to the right and to the left; your descendants 
will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate 
cities” 
 
Where are the weeks going? I trust that this 
Chatter finds you all well.  There are a number in 
the corps who are unwell, Rita Broomfield is in 
hospital and unable to have visitors, Linda Tout is 
home after a month in hospital and having to take 
it very easy, others who do not want to  

 

 

 
be mentioned but are going through some tough 
times of health in the family, struggling with 
bereavement and the confinement of the home 
due to ongoing shielding for their own well-being.  
So please continue to do what you are doing in 
supporting those around you.  What is encouraging 
are the messages via email, text, messenger & 
snail mail, even one from New Zealand; people 
talking about the ‘Sunday Meeting’ how God is 
blessing and challenging; how some have knelt in 
rededication as Salvationists; some who have 
committed their lives to God for the first time and 
some who have felt the presence of God in their 
home during the service.  Many say it’s not going 
to be the same when we come back.  I say I hope 
this will continue, God speaking and moving 
directly in people’s lives, making a difference. 
Yes, we do miss the physicality and fellowship of 
each other, but God is honouring the ministry 
coming out of Chatham and not just on the screen 
but throughout the week.   
This past week I had the privilege of delivering 
150 ‘Thank You. Have a Break’ bags to the South 
East Ambulance Service.  What joy on the faces of 
the paramedics receiving a simple gift bag with 
goodies in but it is simply saying Thank You and 
recognizing them.  It is in the simple things that 
we see God at work.   
This Sunday I am looking at Rules and Commands - 
the first words of Jesus at the commencement of 
his ministry as recorded in Matthew. What were 
they? Well, come on Sunday and find out.  It might 
just change your life – maybe your life needs 
changing. 
May God continue to bless and direct your 
thoughts in these days. 
 

God bless you & God bless Chatham 

 

  

Ian F Payne   Major 



PRAYER REMINDERS 
 

Please pray this prayer: 
Father God, I pray for my church 
today, that you will fill each of us 
with your joy and peace, and 
that, in our worship online and at 
home, our fellowship and mission 

will overflow with hope, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
- Pray for Rita in hospital with Covid, for Linda 
who has come home from hospital but it still 
unwell, for Don who is undergoing diagnostic 
scans and consultations and any others of our 
Corps members who are suffering with ill 
health.  They need our prayers. 
- Pray for those whose jobs are at risk and 
others who may be struggling due to loss of 
earnings. 
- Pray for those who are persecuted for their 
faith that they will know the presence of God 
in their lives. 
- Pray for those whose faith may be wavering 
because of the lack of physical contact and 
fellowship but, thanks to the vaccine, there is 
hope for the future. 
- Pray for the children going back to school 
this week and for teachers and others in 
education who need protection against Covid. 
- Pray that we will remember to keep others 
safe by our actions and not forget to observe 
the guidance. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer 
requests for the supportive prayers of the 
Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanm1938@gmail.com or text on 
07787718273.  
 
Sunday 21st March 

Please pray for the Leadership Team as, 
with the CO, they will be taking time to 
pray through the Hall, rededicating it back 
to God after all the decorating.  Also they 
will be spending time discussing and 
seeking God’s guidance for the way ahead 
for Chatham Citadel Corps. 

 

                         Territorial Envoy 
                   Tony McClure 
 
 
I have been a fan of history ever since I can 
remember.  In Canterbury there is a Roman 
Pavement - I loved to visit it and think about the 
people, long dead, who would have walked upon 
it. 
Another love of mine is books.  I have many, many 
books…some of which I have never read, in fact a 
lot I have no intention of reading. 
When I was younger, my two loves combined in 
the Ladybird ‘Adventures from History’ series.  At 
two shillings and sixpence a book, buying one was 
beyond my one shilling pocket money.  I still have 
a lot of the books I bought or were bought for me. 
I have begun to realise that although the Ladybird 
books provide a certain view of British history 
some of it gives a ‘flavour’ of events rather than 
actual happenings. 
The art work is good, the prose is dramatic and 
eye-catching…but some of what I took as historical 
truth was just dramatic license. 
I suppose, now that I am older, I need to read the 
Ladybird books with a more intelligent eye.  I 
need to accept that, as one scholar said, the 
stories we have from history are those written by 
the winners. 
Canterbury, as many of you will know, boasts a 
magnificent cathedral. I often took the 
opportunity, during my lunch hour, to go and sit in 
the cathedral.  The Nave was my favourite place. 
Sitting listening to and looking at what was 
happening was a source of blessing.  I miss being 
able to visit it. 
I didn’t always pray when I was in the cathedral in 
Canterbury, but I often felt the presence of God 
there.  I am grateful for the opportunities I had to 
sit and listen to what I believe God was trying to 
say to me. 
During lockdown we have time to stop and listen.  
We have the space to allow the ‘still small voice 
of God’ to speak into our situation.  Finding space 
and silence can be difficult, especially if you are a 
chatterer.  In Psalm 46:10 God says “Be still, and 
know that I am God; …” 
I hope and pray for each of us that we will be able 
to do this, however we are able. 
 
God bless you    Tony 
 



BIBLE READING SUNDAY 7th March   
MATTHEW 4:12-22 & Matthew 5:14-16 
 
GREAT NEWS – NEW SOLDIER 
I am delighted to inform you that Mike Gibbs has 
asked if he can be made a soldier of Chatham 
Citadel. This is so exciting as Mike has been 
associated with the Corps for over 30 years and an 
Adherent for the past seven.  But now he feels 
that God is calling him to this further 
commitment.  Therefore, I will be enrolling him 
on Sunday 2nd May 10am.  God bless Mike and 
Sheena.  
 
BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 
Bible Fellowship this Wednesday is under the 
leadership of TE Tony McClure. We continue the 
Lent Series ‘The Prayers of Jesus’.   There is a 
book to accompany the series - if you would like 
one please do let Major Ian know.  Come and join 
us on Zoom.  We start at 8pm for one hour.  The 
Zoom details are: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzF
lWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09 
Meeting ID: 597 290 9541  
Passcode: Hope2020 
 

CORPS FUNDRAISING DONATIONS 
The Just-Giving page is available to enable     
members of the public to give donations. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham
-citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends 
etc. wish to donate to the Corps please direct 
them to the link above or suggest they send 
donations using a cheque and posting to the Hall 
for the attention of the CO. 
Can we remind members that you can pay your 
cartridges and collections by STANDING ORDER. 
Please ask CT Andy Smith for details. 
 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES BANK PROJECT 
Contact was made before Christmas with an outlet 
which helps families in need across the Medway 
area.  A number of parcels of toys were given but 
it became clear that other items were always 
required throughout the year which they were 
often unable to supply. The main need is for 
children’s clothes – either new or good quality pre-
owned. We would like to help this group by setting 
up a collection point where we can accumulate 
clothes from donations and pass them on 
regularly.  

If you have any suitable children’s clothes please 
hold on to them and contact Wendy Scoulding or 
Margaret Day. 
 
THQ 
To keep up with The Salvation Army throughout 
the territory - click the link; 
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvid
eo 
The Salvation Army Youtube Channel 
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4 

TERRITORIAL LEADER’S VIDEO 

MESSAGE 

‘Being free to become and be 
who we were designed to be is 
truly liberating’.  Commissioner 

Anthony Cotterill encourages us to embrace the 
gift of freedom as explained in 1 John 1 and 
Galatians Chapter 5 verse 1. Watch on   
https://youtu.be/FBsc4P5LBlY  
 
EXPLORING LEADERSHIP DAY  21 MARCH 

Explore the possibilities of spiritual leadership in 

this free online event which includes special 

guests Commissioners Lyndon and Bronwyn Buck-

ingham from IHQ.  The purpose of Exploring Lead-

ership Day is to do just what the title says: to help 

people explore different areas of leadership in its 

various forms.  The day provides insight into dif-

ferent types of leadership, the space to reflect on 

what God is saying and the time to respond to 

that. Join the YouTube livestream Sunday 

21 March for morning worship at 10am and 

a Voices event at 2pm 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZnDcwKC_

ZkS4WPq2NAYy_A  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzFlWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzFlWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4
https://youtu.be/FBsc4P5LBlY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZnDcwKC_ZkS4WPq2NAYy_A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZnDcwKC_ZkS4WPq2NAYy_A


SELF-DENIAL  WEEK 5 

 

SELF-DENIAL APPEAL 2021 
This week, our final week, we are looking 
at Pakistan, which we used as part of our 
Persecuted Church last week. 
The Salvation Army is a Christian organiza-
tion, who began working in Pakistan in 
1883, and provides services and facilities 
across the country, including community 
health programmes, orphanages, schools, 
as well as gender-based health, literacy, 
and skill development. 
VISION STATEMENT 
The Salvation Army Pakistan will be a spir-
itually accountable, courageous and grow-
ing part of the universal Christian Church, 
serving local communities without discrim-
ination. 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The Salvation Army Pakistan exists to Dis-
ciple believers and Develop communities 
while serving without discrimination. 
STATISTICS 
Officers 352 (active 344 retired 105) Aux- 
Captains 6 Employees 120 
Corps 132 Societies and Outposts 378 
Senior Soldiers 41,361 Adherents 4,049 
Junior Soldiers 9,601 
The Territorial Leaders are Colonels Geoff 
and Kalie Webb.  
 

We will have our Self-denial Gift Service 
next Sunday, 14th March.  During the 
meeting, time will be given for you to 
write your cheque, go on-line to make 
your financial donation. If going on-line 
please use 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/c
hatham-citadel  
Please clearly state your surname and 
add ‘SD’ so your gift can be allocated to 
the Self-Denial 2021 Appeal. 
God Bless You and thank you in 
anticipation of your gift. 
 
THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Here is this week’s article explaining and 

giving information on the subject.        

ERITREA, No 6 in the WORLD WATCH 

LIST.  

 

There are 2.6 million Christians in Eritrea; around 

48% of the population. Why then is Eritrea number 

6 in the world watch list of persecuted Christians? 

Sadly, it’s those Christians who aren’t from state-

approved denominations who face extreme 

persecution. Only the Eritrean Orthodox Church is 

recognised by the government, and is tightly 

controlled by those in power. Christians from non-

traditional denominations face the harshest 

persecution both from the government and from 

the Orthodox church.  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com


Government security forces monitor phone calls, 

conduct countless raids which target Christians, 

seize Christian materials and damage house 

churches. Christians can be arrested and 

imprisoned without trial. Many Christians are held 

in inhumane prisons because of their faith, and 

their loved ones often do not know where they are 

or even if they are still alive.   

A peace agreement with Ethiopia gave rise to 

hope that human rights in Eritrea would improve 

but there hasn’t been much sign of this, unrest at 

the border continues and the UN reported in June 

last year that there was no meaningful progress to 

address human rights violations in Eritrea.   

Unlike many countries, women in Eritrea have to 

do military service. Christian women who are 

conscripts are particularly vulnerable to gender-

based violence, while imprisoned Christian women 

often experience violence from prison guards. In 

rural areas of Eritrea, abduction and forced 

marriage are still prevalent. If a Muslim abducts a 

Christian woman, she will be forcibly converted.   

Musse (not his real name) was arrested and sent to 

prison for working as a pastor at an ‘unregistered 

church’. During his 6 years in prison he saw his 

main purpose as a Christian was to evangelise. 

He says “of course, it is forbidden to do it openly, 

but we did it at night when everybody was asleep. 

We even had Bible verses we could study in 

secret. Sometimes, people used to inform on us. 

They would tell the guards, ‘Musse is preaching, 

teaching and doing other Christian things’… But 

many are passing through different frustrations 

and depression. Those people loved what we 

taught and shared. Some of them even tried to 

cover for us. We saw many conversions. The 

gospel can’t be chained!”  

Musse remains under close and constant 

surveillance, forced to report to his local police 

station regularly to show that he has not fled the 

country. Every time he goes there, he risks re-

arrest. His wife has asked that we pray for them; 

she says “we need prayers so that we live without 

worry and keep calm.”  

PLEASE PRAY 

Father God, please protect Your children in 

Eritrea. Convict the hearts of those who persecute 

them, particularly those who profess to follow 

Jesus and yet still persecute His children. We ask 

that You would free Eritrean Christians from 

prison, as you did with the apostle Paul and 

Silas. Amen 

ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY  

As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the A 
to Z prayer. 
Each day I will give you a letter from the 
alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 
members of the Corps with this initial, friends, 
family and neighbours and why not let them 
know that they have been prayed for, an email, 
note through the door or letter.  Let’s make a 
difference by praying for each other.  Can you 
imagine the difference that will make? 
 

MONDAY JOSHUA 1:9 
Have not I commanded you?  Be strong and coura-
geous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discour-
aged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Never alone.  What a promise.  As Psalm 
139 emphasizes later, Joshua hears first hand. 
 God will go with him, and us, through all the sea-
sons of life, through all our ups and 
downs, through temptations and triumphs, even 
through death.  So we can take courage and feel 
his strength.  We are not alone!  
A - MY PRAYER... 
 O God who is and was and is to come, thank you 
for being there and staying there when all others 
forsake and leave.  You are the one constant in my 
life, which is so full of change.  Help me become 
more steadfast and faithful in my commit-
ments and relationships to honour you and to 
learn more about you.  Through Jesus I pray. 
 Amen. 
  
  

TUESDAY DEUTERONOMY 6:7 

These commandments that I give you today are to 
be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your chil-
dren.  Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jos+1:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+139
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+139
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=de+6:7


THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Each day we are to begin with God.  Each breath 
we take is a powerful reminder that he has grant-
ed us another day of life to serve him.  Each 
heartbeat is God's drumbeat of love, reminding us 
that we are blessed with another minute to offer 
him our best.  This blessing is so easily forgotten. 
We best remember when we teach it, show it, and 
live it with and before our children. 
B  - MY PRAYER... 
 Almighty God, Gracious Sustainer, and Unde-
served Friend, thank you!  Thank you for this 
breath I take and for the heartbeat that sustains 
my life.  Make me aware as I travel, talk, rest, and 
work that you are there and are worthy of my in-
tentional best.  Through Jesus, my gracious sacri-
fice I pray.  Amen. 
  
  

WEDNESDAY ISAIAH 25:1 

 O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and 
praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you 
have done marvellous things, things planned long 
ago. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 God's actions are not reactions to current situa-
tions, but part of his long-term plan to 
bring redemption.  Yes, he has done marvellous 
things: he took the evil intent of a mob who cried 
"Crucify him" and turned it into an opportunity 
to fulfil the prophesies and redeem us.  He is per-
fect in faithfulness and has done marvellous 
things. 
C -  MY PRAYER... 
 Holy God, you surprise me with new wonders and 
new things daily. Yet deep in my heart I know they 
are not new to you. Thank you for not making life 
boring or predictable so I might thirst after you, 
you who are forever fresh, new, exciting, and 
marvellous.  Through my Saviour I pray.  Amen. 
  
  

THURSDAY PSALMS 139:23-24 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is 
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
God knows us.  We can't pretend we are some-
thing we are not with him.  This should liberate us 
to a remarkable degree of intimacy, but most of 
us run from such a close relationship with God.  If 
our desire, however, is to become more like him, 

the only way to be transformed is by inviting him 
and looking at our heart, our motivations, and our 
desires. 
D  - MY PRAYER... 
O God, I know you are the one who "searches 
hearts and minds" yet because of the grace you 
demonstrated in Jesus, I am confident that you 
love me. My heart is sorry for the sin I have com-
mitted, but I am really trying to serve you in hon-
our and purity.  Please fill me with your Spirit to 
enable me to become more like Christ.  In the 
name of your holy Son I pray.  Amen. 
  

FRIDAY 2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all of our trou-
bles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves have received from 
God. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
We are comforted to comfort others. God doesn't 
bless us because we are somehow uniquely better 
than everyone else, but specifically to equip, em-
power, and encourage us to comfort others.  God 
has human hands only when I use mine to his glory 
and for his purposes! 
E - MY PRAYER... 
Tender Shepherd, there have been times when I 
was so broken I could not go on.  I know the 
strength to continue came from your rich grace 
and mercy.  Please use me this week to offer your 
comfort and love to others so they may feel your 
warm embrace and come to yearn more for the 
day we see you face to face in heaven.  Through 
my brother Jesus, I pray.  Amen. 
  

Saturday 2 Timothy 1:9 

God has saved us and called us to a holy life -- not 
because of anything we have done but because of 
his own purpose and grace.  This grace was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Before the beginning of time!  How do you under-
stand when that was?  God first thought of us at a 
time we cannot even begin to understand!  His 
reason for thinking of us was to demonstrate his 
grace and call others to his side.  Jesus has always 
been God's plan, and we have always been his 
goal.  Let's make sure we respond by living that 
holy life! 
 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+25:1
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-redemption.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+139:23-24
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+1:3-4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ti+1:9


F - MY PRAYER... 
Thank you so much, Father, for knowing me and 
thinking of my needs, even before there was a 
world.  I dedicate this day to your honour and 
pledge to live a life that reflects your righteous-
ness and grace.  Through Jesus, the one who had 
no sin, I pray.  Amen. 
  
  

Sunday 1 Peter 3:15 
In your hearts, set apart Christ as Lord.  Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have.  But do this with gentleness and respect. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
We are to be ready and able to tell folks about the 
hope that Jesus has brought to our lives!  But 
when we share this hope, two things are im-
portant:  our credibility -- is Jesus really Lord of 
our hearts -- and our character -- do we show gen-
tleness and respect in our approach.  The goal is 
not to win arguments, but hearts to the God of 
character! 
G - MY PRAYER... 
Holy and Loving Father, thank you for speaking 
your grace in Jesus. I'm not sure I would have 
heard any other message. Give me the conviction I 
need to share my hope in Jesus, but in a way that 
reflects your grace.  Through my Living Hope I 
pray.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1pe+3:15
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