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Hello Friends and Welcome   
‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 
great and unsearchable things you do not know.’—
Jeremiah 33:3 
 
This past week the final room in the hall has been 
decorated, which now completes every room, 
nook and cranny in our building.  Every part has 
been refreshed, largely by Paul and Wendy with 
occasional help from others who have given time 
when they can.  I am so grateful to them for it is a 
delight to walk around the hall and feel the  

 

 

newness and cleanness of the building.  Thank You 
is so inadequate when you see what has been 
achieved.  
When King Solomon had completed the building of 
the Temple in Jerusalem they dedicated it. 
‘Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship 
offerings to the Lord: twenty-two thousand cattle 
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep and 
goats. So, the king and all the Israelites dedicated 
the temple of the Lord’ (1 Kings 8:63) 
We will dispense with the animal sacrifice, but I 
do feel that we have to re-dedicate our building 
for the service of God and this will be undertaken 
by myself and the leadership team on Sunday 21st 
March.  We will pray through every part of the 
building, giving it back to God.  It got me thinking 
wider as we are preparing to come back to our 
building.  Do we need to consider our ‘dedication’ 
to God.  Maybe at some point you need to make 
time to re-dedicate yourself for God’s service and 
make yourself available for God.  Who knows what 
God will ask of you as you say ‘God can have all 
there is of……….’.  I do not know what the future 
will look like but I know with absolute certainty 
that God holds my future, your future and 
Chatham Citadel’s future and He has work for us 
to do.  I need you all to be ready, prepared and 
anointed by God to make a difference in our 
communities.  I will never be content with the 
here and now because God has a plan and I want 
to be a part of it. God bless you as you discover 
that for yourself as well. 
This Sunday we have Tony opening God’s word 
around ‘Friends Reunited’, using the story of 
Lazarus.  May we find fresh hope and challenge as 
we meet together virtually. 

 
God bless you & God bless Chatham 

 

  

Ian F Payne   Major 

 



PRAYER REMINDERS 
 

Please pray this prayer: 
Father God, I pray for my church 
today, that you will fill each of us 
with your joy and peace, and 
that, in our worship online and at 
home, our fellowship and mission 

will overflow with hope, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
- Pray for those we know who are in hospital 
with Covid, for those who have been recently 
diagnosed with cancer and for any others of 
our Corps members who are suffering with ill 
health.  
- Pray for those who have been recently 
bereaved but have been unable to spend time 
with family and friends, that they may be 
comforted. 
- Pray for those whose jobs are at risk and 
others who may be struggling due to loss of 
earnings. 
- Pray for the decision makers in local 
government and national government that 
they will take into account the life values 
necessary to ensure that wise decisions are 
made. 
- Pray that we will remember to keep others 
safe by our actions and not forget to observe 
the guidance regarding prevention of spread 
of Covid. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer 
requests for the supportive prayers of the 
Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanm1938@gmail.com or text on 
07787718273.  
 
Sunday 21st March 

Please pray for the Leadership Team as, 
with the CO, they will be taking time to 
pray through the Hall, rededicating it back 
to God after all the decorating.  Also, they 
will be spending time discussing and 
seeking God’s guidance for the way ahead 
for Chatham Citadel Corps. 

                         Territorial Envoy 
                   Tony McClure 
The weather as I write this article has changed.  It 
is darkish, very greyish and it has been raining.  
Typical English weather for the time of year.  It is 
a day to stay indoors, put the heating on and 
watch a good film on the telly. Yesterday was 
completely different.  Clear blue skies, warmish 
sunshine - a day to raise one’s spirits. And 
yesterday our spirits did need raising.  Forecasts 
were being made of a possible fourth lockdown at 
the end of the summer…if we don’t approach the 
current easing of lockdown conditions sensibly. 
I was pondering these things as looked out of my 
lounge window into my back garden.  I looked at 
the leaves that needed sweeping up and the dead 
tomato plant that should have been pulled up ages 
ago when suddenly a robin landed on the top of 
the fence.  He looked like a robin to me, but then 
I’m no ornithologist. He remained on the fence for 
a few minutes, perkily looking round.  What made 
me even happier to see him, or her, was that its 
beak was fill of nest building material.  “At last”, I 
thought “a sign that Spring is coming.  I then 
remembered all of the crocuses and primroses 
that had grown and bloomed again in recent 
weeks. Signs of hope, signs of better days to 
come…a reminder of the faithfulness of God. My 
mind also went to a song that is in the Salvation 
Army Song Book: 
 

‘Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy 
faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 
God bless each one of you and may you be filled 
with ‘bright hope for tomorrow’. 
God bless you    Tony 



 
CHAT WITH THE MAJOR IAN 
On Mondays, between 2pm – 4pm, I will have my 
Zoom account open for anyone to come in and 
have a conversation, ask for prayer, share some 
news, tell me what’s going on in your life. The 
link to my zoom is –  Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541  

Meeting ID: 597 290 9541 
Looking forward to chatting to some of 
you on MONDAY. 
 
BIBLE READING SUNDAY 14th March   
John 11:1-7,17-21,32-35,38-44. 
 
GREAT NEWS – NEW SOLDIER 
I am delighted to inform you that Mike Gibbs has 
asked if he can be made a soldier of Chatham 
Citadel. This is so exciting as Mike has been 
associated with the Corps for over 30 years and an 
Adherent for the past seven but now he feels that 
God is calling him to this further commitment.  
Therefore, I will be enrolling him on Sunday 2nd 
May 10am.  God bless Mike and Sheena.  
 
BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 
Bible Fellowship this Wednesday is under the 
leadership of TE Tony McClure. We continue the 
Lent Series ‘The Prayers of Jesus’.   There is a 
book to accompany the series - if you would like 
one please do let Major Ian know.  Come and join 
us on Zoom.  We start at 8pm for one hour.  The 
Zoom details are: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzF
lWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09 
Meeting ID: 597 290 9541  
Passcode: Hope2020 
 

CORPS FUNDRAISING DONATIONS 
The Just-Giving page is available to enable     
members of the public to give donations. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham
-citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends 
etc. wish to donate to the Corps please direct 
them to the link above or suggest they send 
donations using a cheque and posting to the Hall 
for the attention of the CO. 
Can we remind members that you can pay your 
cartridges and collections by STANDING ORDER. 
Please ask CT Andy Smith for details. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHES BANK PROJECT 
Contact was made before Christmas with an outlet 
which helps families in need across the Medway 
area.  A number of parcels of toys were given but 
it became clear that other items were always 
required throughout the year which they were 
often unable to supply. The main need is for 
children’s clothes – either new or good quality pre-
owned. We would like to help this group by setting 
up a collection point where we can accumulate 
clothes from donations and pass them on 
regularly.  
If you have any suitable children’s clothes please 
hold on to them and contact Wendy Scoulding or 
Margaret Day. 
 
THQ 
To keep up with The Salvation Army throughout 
the territory - click the link; 
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvid
eo 
The Salvation Army Youtube Channel 
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4 

TERRITORIAL LEADER’S VIDEO 

MESSAGE 

Continuing last week’s theme 
of freedom, Commissioner Gill 
Cotterill shares a lesson from 

the lives of preachers Charles and John 
Wesley.Watch on      
https://youtu.be/CYVkqHNAFZ4 
 
A YEAR IN REVIEW: HOW THE SALVATION ARMY 
SERVED IN 2020 
Despite the pandemic, The Salvation Army 
provided a remarkable 1.7 million meals through 
community centres and food banks, 3,367 beds in 
our Lifehouses, debt advice to 1,500 people, and 
much more. Thank you. Watch this 'Year in Review' 
video at this link 
https://fb.watch/48hKeNuzMO/ 
 

ONLINE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
Keep and share cherished memories of your loved 
ones with In Our Prayers, a personalised online 
book of remembrance from The Salvation Army. 
See more at www.tolbc.com/InOurPrayers or con-
tact the Legacy & In Memory team (tel: 020 7367 
4800 or email memory@salvationarmy.org.uk). 
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FREE WILLS MONTH: MARCH 
If you are 55 or over and live in an area covered 
by the Free Wills Month campaign you can make 
or  update a will for free. For more information, 
email legacy.enquiry@salvationarmy.org.uk or call 
020 7601 7009. 
 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
For the next two weeks take the  #ChooseToChal-
lenge pose to call out gender bias, stereotypes 
and discrimination every time you see it. Down-
load and print out Selfie Cards from the IWD web-
site, then raise your hand high to show you’re in 
and take a selfie (in landscape format) to post 
across social media using the hashtags 
#ChooseToChallenge and #IWD2021. Or email your 
pictures to   
Familyministries@salvationarmy.org.uk  
for sharing on their social media accounts 
 
See this message from Commissioner Rosalie    
Peddle The Salvation Army’s World President for 
Women’s Ministries watch here 
https://fb.watch/48ijnWYps_/  
 

 
SPORTS MISSION TRAINING 
Register now and spread the word about  
https://form-eu.123formbuilder.com/42507/form  
a training day run by Scripture Union and Salvation 
Army Sports Mission. More details coming soon for 
this event 15 May 2021, 10am-4pm. 

 

GENERAL BRIAN PEDDLE 
Follow the General using the  
links below 

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralBPeddle 
or twitter  @GeneralBPeddle 
 

EXPLORING 
LEADERSHIP DAY   
21 MARCH 
Explore the possi-

bilities of spiritual 

leadership in this 

free online event 

which includes 

special guests Commissioners Lyndon and Bronwyn 

Buckingham from IHQ.  The purpose of Exploring 

Leadership Day is to do just what the title says: to 

help people explore different areas of leadership 

in its various forms.  The day provides insight into 

different types of leadership, the space to reflect 

on what God is saying and the time to respond to 

that. Join the YouTube livestream Sunday 

21 March for morning worship at 10am and 

a Voices event at 2pm 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZnDcwKC_

ZkS4WPq2NAYy_A  

 
 

 

SELF-DENIAL APPEAL 2021 
We will have our Self-denial Gift Service  
Sunday, 14th March.  During the meeting, 
time will be given for you to write your 
cheque, go on-line to make your financial 
donation. If going on-line please use 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/c
hatham-citadel  
 
Please clearly state your surname and 
add ‘SD’ so your gift can be allocated to 
the Self-Denial 2021 Appeal. 
 
Or you can come to the Hall on Monday 
15th March between 9:30 – 1pm and place 
your gift on the Bible on the Holiness 
table. 
God Bless You and thank you in 
anticipation of your gift. 
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VACCINATION CENTRE CHATHAM 
The NHS has asked The Salvation Army if 
they can provide chaplains at the mass 
vaccination centres throughout Kent for 
the staff.  One has commenced in the    
Pentagon centre and it will involve SA per-
sonnel in a ‘rest’ room cum refreshment 
area for the staff - just to be there to have 
a conversation, if required.  The centres 
will be operational until the end of July.  If 
you can support by being a part of a two-
hour shift, can you let Major Ian know 
ASAP, so that your information can be 
passed to DHQ who are co-ordinating this 
project. 
 

 
THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Here is this week’s article explaining and 

giving information on the subject.        

YEMEN, No 7 in the WORLD WATCH LIST.  

 

In a population of 30 million, there are only a few 

thousand Christians in Yemen.  

Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith se-

cret, because if they are discovered then they 

could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam is for-

bidden and all Yemenis are considered Muslims by 

the state.   It’s not just the authorities who perse-

cute Christians. Islamic militant groups threaten 

Christians from a Muslim background with death, 

and tribes may kill or banish anybody converting 

to Christianity.    

The ongoing war, humanitarian crisis and Covid-19 

pandemic in Yemen are impacting all citizens, but 

Christians are additionally vulnerable because 

emergency relief is mostly distributed through Is-

lamic organisations and local mosques. These are 

believed to discriminate against anybody who is 

not considered to be a devout Muslim. There are 

accounts of Yemeni Christians being refused 

treatment at under-resourced hospitals. 

What’s life like for Christians in Yemen?  

Mohammad (not his real name) became a Christian 

after unexpectedly coming across a Bible in a sec-

ond-hand shop. So few Christians can reveal their 

faith that it took a long time before Mohammad 

met any other believers.  

“When I came to faith, I thought I was the only 

believer in Yemen,” Mohammad remembers. “For 

a long time, I didn’t know any other Yemeni Chris-

tians. Now I know many, and there are many more 

like us.”   

His wife Alima (name changed) later also gave her 

life to Jesus, and they run Bible studies together – 

but they dress in traditional Muslim clothing. They 

can’t reveal to anybody that they are believers, 

unless they trust them deeply. The consequence 

could be death.  

Please pray: Lord God, we pray for Your protec-

tion over Your children in Yemen. We ask that You 

would show them that their true identity is not in 

their tribe, community or nationality but, first and 

foremost, in Jesus. Please bring peace and stabil-

ity to the country, and ensure Your children can 

survive the ongoing humanitarian crisis. Build a 

resilient church, we pray. Amen. 



 

ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY  

As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the A 
to Z prayer. 
Each day I will give you a letter from the 
alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 
members of the Corps with this initial, friends, 
family and neighbours and why not let them 
know that they have been prayed for, an email, 
note through the door or letter.  Let’s make a 
difference by praying for each other.  Can you 
imagine the difference that will make? 
 

MONDAY ROMANS 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Hope and joy and peace sound terrific!  Two 
things are vital for this to be a part of our lives. 
First, we must trust God to meet our needs and 
get us to where we need to be.  Second, we ex-
pect the power of the Holy Spirit to bless us and 
empower us with God's qualities. 
H - MY PRAYER... 
 Great and Mighty God, bless me with greater trust 
that you are nearby and long to help. Bless and 
empower me to be the person you want me to be. 
 Fill me with your Spirit so I may live my life more 
like Jesus lived his life here on earth.  Through 
him I pray.  Amen. 
  
  

TUESDAY GALATIANS 5:22-23 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control. Against such things there is no 
law. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
A lot of different religious groups will give you all 
sorts of ways to know whether or not you have the 
Holy Spirit.  Jesus has one simple answer: "by their 
fruit you will know them."  Paul gives us the defi-
nition of holy fruit. Say them out loud and ask the 
Lord to make it true in you:  LOVE, JOY, 
PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITH-
FULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL. 
 I - MY PRAYER... 
Abba Father, through the Spirit I call upon you. 
Please fulfil in me the character you possess.  I 
want to exhibit the qualities of your child, Jesus, 
through whom I pray.  Amen.  

  
 

WEDNESDAY 1 PETER 2:2-3 

Like newborn babies crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now 
that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Salvation is such a precious thing! But like a new-
born baby, we become obnoxious or sick if we stay 
in the same place we were spiritually when we 
were saved!  Read Hebrews 6 and see what God 
has to say about remaining immature!  We must 
really want to grow.  We must crave what is good 
and what builds us up. What are you going to do 
today to satisfy your spiritual appetite? 
J - MY PRAYER... 
Mighty God, thank you for loving me and saving 
me.  I really want to mature in your grace.  Bless 
me today as I seek to pattern holy habits and fill 
myself spiritually with the things that will help me 
grow.  But Holy God, I know that true 
growth comes only from you, so I ask you to 
strengthen me by your Spirit as I pursue your 
character.  Through Jesus' mighty name I pray. 
 Amen. 
  

THURSDAY JEREMIAH 17:7-8 
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose 
confidence is in him.  He will be like a tree plant-
ed by the water that sends out its roots by the 
stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its 
leaves are always green. It has no worries in a 
year of drought. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Trust.  Can we trust in God?  Is the Lord faithful? 
While we may wish to have been alive when Jesus 
walked the earth or Jeremiah spoke fearlessly 
God's hard truth, we are especially blessed to be 
alive today.  We stand at the end of an incredible 
stream of God work and know him to be profound-
ly faithful to his people. We can launch out into 
the future with boldness because we know, 
as Psalm 139 says, God is there! 
K - MY PRAYER... 
Holy God, I know you are there!  In the morning, 
in the evening, in the long nights, I know I am not 
alone. Thank you for knowing me and going with 
me through all my days.  Please make your pres-
ence known to me this day as I seek to honour 
you in what I do and say.  Through Jesus my Lord I 
ask this.  Amen. 
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Friday Ephesians 6:10-11 
Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put 
on the full armour of God so that you can take 
your stand against the devil's schemes. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Many of the struggles in our lives are not mere ac-
cidents!  In fact, many of them are not put there 
by God. Our  challenges often come from the hand 
of our enemy, Satan.  He always prowls around 
looking for the best scheme to knock us out of 
our commitment to, and relationship with, the 
Lord.  Placing ourselves firmly in the hands of the 
Lord and using his tools of warfare will help us de-
feat our enemy, who has already been 
humiliated by Jesus and the cross. 
L - MY PRAYER... 
Strengthen me, O God, that I may stand against 
my foe and triumph by the power of your Spirit 
and bring honour and glory to my conquering Sav-
iour You will return one day and take me home in 
victory.  Through the Rider on the White Horse I 
pray.  Amen. 
  

SATURDAY JAMES 1:12 

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, 
because when he has stood the test, he will re-
ceive the crown of life that God has promised to 
those who love him. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Only Christians win at life.  That's because none 
of us have the power to hold back our greatest 
enemy, death.  But when we have persevered, we 
are given the ultimate victory, LIFE that will not 
end. 
M - MY PRAYER... 
Thank You, O Father, for giving me the assurance 
that when all is said and done, I will share in your 
life and your victory forever.  Help me this day to 
live confidently, knowing that I have your life.       
Through Jesus, my conquering King, I pray.  Amen. 
  

 Sunday Romans 6:23 
The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
When we get death for sin, we're only being paid 
what we're owed -- sin is rebellion against the God 
who loves us and gave us his most precious gift to 
redeem us from sin!  But God's gift is free -- eter-
nal life in Jesus Christ.  He gave it without our as-
surance of following. 
 

N - MY PRAYER... 
Thank you, God, for loving me when no one else 
could or would. Thank you for sacrificing the most 
precious gift of heaven so I could join you there. 
 Of all the gifts I've ever received, yours is the 
best.  This thanksgiving I offer through the gift 
that set me free!  Amen. 

 

 
 
RECENT COMMUNICATIONS WITH PEOPLE 
WHO JOIN WITH US ON SUNDAYS’ LIVE 
STREAMING. 
 
RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS 
I'm not sure if this is worthy of your     
Chatham Chatter. I had the opportunity to 
give an act of kindness on Wednesday. It 
was at about 5pm I had an elderly         
gentleman at my till buying something for 
his tea and the following day’s lunch and 
he discovered he had left his money at 
home.  
After offering the service of saving the 
transaction and him come back later to 
pay, he said as he was walking with a 
crutch, he would not be able to do that.   
So without giving another thought I offered 
to pay his bill which he accepted. So, with 
the supervisor’s help we did that. A very 
grateful man went home with his tea.  
(Lucy, Jersey Corps) 
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ANSWERED PRAYER 
Dear Major Ian Payne, 
My wife Linda and me are in fellowship at 
Tewkesbury Baptist Church, which as it 
happens is across the road from the local 
SA Citadel. 
 
So why am I writing to you, will firstly to 
say how blessed we were by your morning 
service. 
Secondly, because years ago, I knew a Cap-
tain Ian Payne who ran the Warley Corps, 
while I was the Mayor's Officer and this Ian 
Payne was Mayor's Chaplain at Sandwell 
Council.  Well if it’s not you, then no harm 
done, as I have not seen him since 1990, so 
we have both changed I guess.  
Now during the service you asked about 
testimony, so here’s one concerning my 
late brother Charles.  
 
Sadly, he was a drug smuggler and enjoyed 
the large amounts of money it made him 
but like all clever people he was too clever 
and got arrested in France.  
The Customs people phoned me at work, 
the Mayor was not pleased but gave time 
off as it was very close to Christmas. 
 
My mother was in bits and begged me to 
drive to the prison and see  what could be 
done.  
Now I have been in the Army but that 
French prison scared me, so many guns, 
the guards armed to the teeth and the 
meanest men I have ever met.  
I got home to Stourbridge planning to tell 
the family the bad news the next day  
Christmas Eve.  
 
That evening at my AOG Church we had a 
half night of Prayer, 6pm till Midnight. As 
the meeting broke up one of the older 
members, Brother George, put his arms 
round me and said why so downcast in your 
soul, brother Mike (people don't say things 

like that any more). After I explained 
about my brother, he prayed "Send a man 
of God into that prison, Lord, show Mike's 
brother You still love him".  
I decided to drive home then and there, 
and even at that time of night, at my par-
ents home all the lights were on.  That 
Christmas was terrible. Mother had set a 
place at the dinner table for  Charles.  She 
kept on asking, when are you going back, 
please go soon.  
So on New Year's Day I set out for the Pris-
on, with two friends, wondering how my 
brother would be, as when I saw him be-
fore he hardly said a word and looked 
scared.  
When we arrived the change in his face and 
mood was amazing. 
 
"You will never believe what happened on 
Christmas Day, all the French prisoners’ 
families arrived with their children. They 
brought food, drink, crackers, etc:  As I sat 
alone in my cell I was feeling so sad, miss-
ing my family. Then it happened, the cell 
door opened "Visitors English". There in 
the doorway stood a lady and man from 
The Salvation Army.  They brought a whole 
Christmas dinner and some warm socks 
which I needed.  
Then Brother George’s prayer came back 
to me "Send a man of God into that prison 
Lord"   
Lastly, I knew I was meant to watch your 
service when the brother spoke about the 
Suffering Church. That has been my minis-
try since 1987 working for CSW, and with 
Open Doors.  Each Easter and Christmas we 
send cards to the Suffering Church and are 
about to start getting things happening for 
this year.  
 
God bless you my dear friend and bless all 
you undertake to advance Christ's Kingdom 
on earth.  (Mike)    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


