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Hello Friends and Welcome   
 
Jeremiah 29:11 
 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 
We have been given a proposed plan on the way 
forward and out of this pandemic by the 
government.   Things are looking promising, even 
though there still has to be caution and care in 
how we engage and meet together. Myself and the 
leadership will begin to meet and look at what 
pour ‘plan’ is for the coming months.  Jeremiah 
29:11 is one of my favourite verses in scripture.  ‘I 
know the plans…’ I have said and heard many 
times over the past year ‘God has got this’ and I 
believe he certainly has. But questions continue - 
what will we be when we come out of this season? 

Individually and 

as a 

fellowship?  What will be different about us? ,  
 
 
 
 
 
What will be our determinations?, What will be 
our direction with God? How will we view God? – 
Again, another scripture verse, Hebrews 13:8; 
‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever’. 
He has not changed.  His power, love & presence 
still is with us and will continue with us as we 
work out the way ahead. 
I ask you all to pray for Chatham Corps as we 
begin to look at what the future holds for us as a 
fellowship in the community.  What does God want 
of us in the days ahead? How are we as a group 
and individually having to respond to God?  What 
is God saying to you, please do let me know.  It 
will begin to be part of a framework of what God 
wants of us as we approach our 150th Anniversary 
in 2023.  
In this week’s Chatter is an article I asked Jan 
(viewer of Sunday Live) to write, about her 
experiences after being diagnosed with cancer and 
what part of her faith, her thoughts and life have 
challenged her.  I know that many will share these 
sentiments and be challenged by the same. Thank 
you, Jan. 
This Sunday we will be considering Salt and Light - 
what it means to us in this day and age to be just 
that in the communities where you live. 
May God continue to bless and direct your 
thoughts in these days. 
Do not forget, Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For I know…’ 

 
God bless you  

 

  

Ian F Payne  

Major 



PRAYER REMINDERS 
 

Please pray this prayer: 
Father God, I pray for my 
church today, that you will fill 
each of us with your joy and 
peace, and that, in our worship 
online and at home, our 

fellowship and mission will overflow with 
hope, by the power of your Holy Spirit, in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
- Pray for Rita in hospital with Covid and 
any others of our Corps members who are 
suffering with ill health.  There are some 
we know of that are in the process of being 
diagnosed and a plan of care being 
planned.  They need our prayers. 
- Pray for those whose jobs are at risk and 
those who are struggling due to loss of 
earnings. 
- Pray for those who have been bereaved 
that God will comfort them at this difficult 
time especially for the family funerals 
taking place this week for Vic Pearce and 
Steve & Rhianna’s mum/nan. 
- Pray for those who are persecuted for 
their faith that they will know the 
presence of God in their lives. 
- Pray for those whose faith may be 
waivering because of the lack of physical 
contact and fellowship but, thanks to the 
vaccine, there is hope for the future. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer 
requests for the supportive prayers of the 
Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanm1938@gmail.com or text on 
07787718273.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Territorial Envoy 
                   Tony McClure 
 
 
 
The delights of modern technology never cease to 
confound me. 
 
You write an article, everything seems fine. The 
article is saved and sent…or so you think. 
 
Then you get an email asking for your article. 
 
At times I have been known to shout at my 
fabulous rose gold coloured MacBook Air because 
it isn’t, or hasn’t, done what I wanted and 
expected it to do. 
 
I realise that I am not alone with this situation. 
Life, in general, seems to have a way of not doing 
what you want it to do. 
 
Daffodil bulbs are planted in good faith of a 
vibrant daffodil yellow display, only to be greeted 
by a flower bed of green leaves. 
 
A recipe is followed but the end result leaves a lot 
to be desired. 
 
We look at the beginning of a new year filled with 
hopes and dreams only to find we are in lockdown. 
 
Life may not turn out in the way we imagined or 
hoped. Dreams long held may eventually be given 
up and hopes dashed on the harsh rocks of reality. 
 
But, as Hebrews 11 verse 1 says; 
‘Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see.’ 
 
Our hope and faith, as Christians, is in the God 
who is faithful and the sure basis of our hope. 
Let’s learn to trust Him more. 
 
God bless you. 
 
Tony 
 
 
BIBLE READING SUNDAY 28th February   
MATTHEW 5: 13-16. 
 
 



VICTOR PEARCE PROMOTION TO GLORY  
The funeral service on Monday 1st March, 3pm at 
Medway Crematorium. You can participate through 
the following details;  

Website https://www.obitus.com/ 

Username: Kawe9000 
Password:  013856 
Please do continue to pray for his family at this 
challenging time. 
 
BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 
Bible Fellowship this Wednesday is under the 
leadership of TE Tony McClure. We continue the 
Lent Series ‘The Prayers of Jesus’.   There is a 
book to accompany the series - if you would like 
one please do let Major Ian know.  Come and join 
us on Zoom.  We start at 8pm for one hour.  The 
Zoom details are: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzF
lWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09 
Meeting ID: 597 290 9541  
Passcode: Hope2020 
 

CORPS FUNDRAISING DONATIONS 

Don’t forget the Just-Giving page is available to 
enable members of the public to give donations. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham
-citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends 
etc. wish to donate to the Corps please direct 
them to this link or suggest they send donations 
using a cheque and posting to the Hall for the 
attention of the CO. 
 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES BANK PROJECT 
Contact was made before Christmas with an outlet 
which helps families in need across the Medway 
area.  A number of parcels of toys were given but 
it became clear that other items were always 
required throughout the year which they were 
often unable to supply. The main need is for 
children’s clothes – either new or good quality pre-
owned. We would like to help this group by setting 
up a collection point where we can accumulate 
clothes from donations and pass them on 
regularly.  
If you have any suitable children’s clothes please 
hold on to them and contact Wendy Scoulding or 
Margaret Day. 
 
 
 

THQ 
To keep up with The Salvation Army throughout 
the territory - click the link; 
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvid
eo 
The Salvation Army Youtube Channel 
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4 
 

TERRITORIAL LEADERS  VIDEO 

MESSAGE 

Commissioner Gillian Cotterill 
reassures us that while we 
should seek to keep in step 

with God, God keeps in step with us through 
Jesus. Watch on https://youtu.be/Ub-k2z2lBLE  
 
EXPLORING LEADERSHIP DAY  21 MARCH 

Explore the possibilities of spiritual leadership 

in this free online event which includes special 

guests      Commissioners Lyndon and Bronwyn 

Buckingham from IHQ. The purpose of Explor-

ing Leadership Day is to do just what the title 

says: to help people explore different areas of 

leadership in its various forms.  The day pro-

vides insight into different types of leadership, 

the space to reflect on what God is saying and 

the time to respond to that. If you have never 

been before, then please consider attending. 

If you have been before then you can testify 

to what a great day it is, and with the theme 

and seminars changing every year, there is al-

ways something for everyone.  For more de-

tails email;  

 vocation@salvationarmy.org.uk.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzFlWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5972909541?pwd=MzFlWUpEUDd0K0ErQ0ZSTWM0Z0J3Zz09
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4
mailto:vocation@salvationarmy.org.uk


SELF-DENIAL  WEEK 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAY 
Father God, help us to be holy as you are holy. 
Amen. 
MEDITATE 
“His love is brought to full expression in us” (1 
John 4:12). Three brief excerpts from The 
Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine provide 
stimulus for meditation. 
 
1.“‘Perfect love’ is perhaps the most comprehen-
sive description of holiness, although a description 
which can be simply expressed. Through this sanc-
tifying power, the Holy Spirit fills us with God’s 
perfect love, so that we begin to love, not with 
our own, seriously flawed love, but with the un-
selfish love of Christ” (page 205). 

 
2. “Holiness teaching stresses the need to develop 
an inner personal spiritual life to feed on for living 
a holy life, a life in community with others and a 
life of restored relationships. Salvationists in any 
community must learn to model what this means. 
The ‘saints’ in the New Testament are always plu-
ral; one cannot be holy as an individual without 
being holy in interaction with others. This does 
not mean that Salvation Army corps or centres will 
be without fault, but it does mean that our rela-
tionships should be determined by our holiness” 
(page 220). 
 
3. “God changes the structures of society through 
a variety of means, but he changes them as well 
through the mission of his sanctified people, em-
powered and gifted by the Holy Spirit. The mission 
of God’s holy people encompasses evangelism, 
service and social action. It is the holy love of 
God, expressed in the heart and life of his people, 
pointing the world to Christ, inviting the world to 
saving grace, serving the world with Christ’s com-
passion and attacking social evils. Holiness leads 
to mission” (page 198) 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Here is this week’s article explaining and 

giving information on the subject         

PAKISTAN, No 5 in the WORLD WATCH 

LIST. 

5 Pakistan 

 

Only 1.9 per cent of people in Pakistan are Chris-
tians – just over 4 million from a population of 
208.3 million.  

Christians in Pakistan face extreme persecution in 
every area of their lives. Believers who have con-
verted from Islam face the greatest levels of per-
secution, but all Christians are considered second-
class citizens in this strongly Islamic country. 
  
Christians, particularly Christian men, are given 
jobs perceived as low, dirty and dishonourable, 
and can be victims of bonded labour. There are 
some Christians among the middle classes, but 
they are still considered inferior to their Muslim 
counterparts and often face severe workplace dis-
crimination.   
  
Christian girls are at risk of abduction and rape, 
and are often forced to marry their attackers and 
coerced into converting to Islam.   
Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to 
target Christians, and Islamic extremist groups ve-
hemently ‘defend’ these laws, including attacking 
or killing those believed to have contravened 
them. Often these are used to target Christians 
after a dispute relating to work or tenancy, rather 
than genuine cases.  
  



Christian churches do exist, but those that are ac-
tive in outreach face severe persecution from so-
ciety.  The Salvation Army has been working in Pa-
kistan since 1883 and is based in Lahore under the 
leadership of Territorial Commander Colonel Geoff 
and Territorial President of Women's Ministries 
Colonel Kalie Webb. Please keep praying for your 
brothers and sisters in Pakistan. Your prayers 
make an enormous difference to those following 
Jesus no matter the cost.  

PLEASE PRAY 

Father God, it looks almost impossible to follow 
You in Pakistan, but we know that with You all 
things are possible. Please draw close to men, 
women and children who are suffering extreme 
persecution for their faith, showing them Your 
love, steadfastness and power. Amen. 

 
ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY  

As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the A 
to Z prayer. 
Each day I will give you a letter from the 
alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 
members of the Corps with this initial, friends, 
family and neighbours and why not let them 
know that they have been prayed for, an email, 
note through the door or letter.  Let’s make a 
difference by praying for each other.  Can you 
imagine the difference that will make? 
 

MONDAY MATTHEW 22:37-39 
Love the Lord you God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE.... 
 Some things are just not very complicated. Living 
for Jesus can be boiled down to two principles: 
love God with everything I am and have, and love 
others and treat them as I would like to be treat-
ed. Not too hard to understand. I guess it's living it 
that is the challenge! 
 O - MY PRAYER.... 
 O Living and only True God. Please accept the 
work of my hands, the words of my mouth, the 
moments of my rest, and the love of my heart as 
my worship to you this day. I pray that it is pleas-
ing and refreshing to you. Through your only Son I 
pray. Amen. 

  

TUESDAY 1 JOHN 4:9 
This is how God showed his love among us:  He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Love is a verb.  We can't say it enough.  Love 
must not only be spoken, but must also be shown. 
 The beginning of love is God.  He showed his love 
in the most sacrificial of ways so we could know 
our incredible value to him.  The price of 
our adoption was the emptying of heaven of its 
greatest treasure, God the Son, who is our Sav-
iour. 
P - MY PRAYER... 
Loving Father, thank you for adopting me into 
your family. I can never thank you enough or ever 
repay you for your kindness, but please receive 
the service of my life today as thanksgiving for 
your grace and my small way of trying to share the 
love you have given me.  Through my Brother and 
my Ransom I pray.  Amen. 
  

WEDNESDAY 1 JOHN 3:18 

Dear children, let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions and in truth. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
"Talk is cheap!"  "You can tell me with your words, 
but I'll show it with my life." "Put your life where 
your mouth is." We know the slogans, now let's 
live love in truth.  In a world where barter has re-
placed sacrificial and steadfast love, let's go 
against the grain and do the truth! 
  
Q, R - MY PRAYER... 
 Sacrificial Father, I confess to you that at times I 
am selfish.  Other times my intentions are good, 
but my follow-through and faithfulness are lack-
ing.  Use your Spirit to empower and enable me to 
be what I hope to become, to your glory. May your 
love be seen in my actions of genuine con-
cern today. I pray this in Jesus name.  Amen. 
  

THURSDAY 2 TIMOTHY 1:7 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spir-
it of power, of love, and of self-discipline. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Power!  We like that concept.  When it is godly 
power, might does make right, because godly 
power is accompanied by love and self-discipline. 
 These three together make a person's 
life effective.  Live life to its fullest:  not as a 
closet Christian, afraid of standing true and firm, 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+22:37-39
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-does-it-mean-to-love-your-neighbor-as-yourself.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+3:18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2ti+1:7


but one who lives by God's power, shares God's 
love, and displays God's virtues. 
S - MY PRAYER... 
 Holy God, you are without comparison in your 
majesty and might. I have no right to come into 
your presence, and yet you have invited me here 
by your love and your grace.  You are my Rock, my 
Fortress, and my Strength.  I depend upon 
your guidance and your mercy to sustain me 
through my storms and to reclaim me from my 
stumbles.  Holy God, you are without comparison 
and I worship you.  In Jesus name.  Amen. 
  

FRIDAY PSALMS 73:25-26 

Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you.  My flesh and my 
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 What can truly fulfil and sustain us?  Maybe the 
best way to answer that question is by asking an-
other:  What can we keep when our bodies are 
placed silently in their graves at death? Only our 
relationship with God and his people last beyond 
the grave. If he is what lasts, then how can we 
displace him for anything that doesn't? 
T - MY PRAYER... 
Mighty Yahweh, Strength of Israel, Keeper of the 
Covenant and Fulfilment Maker of every prophecy-
-you are my hope, my strength, and my future.  I 
live this day in wide-open amazement that the 
Keeper of the Universe knows my name, hears my 
voice, and cares for me.  Thank you for being my 
past, my present, and my future, the Great I Am. 
 Through my Saviour, I pray.  Amen. 
  

SATURDAY JOB 23:10-11 
He knows the way that I take; when he has tested 
me, I will come forth as gold.  My feet have 
closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way 
without turning aside. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 How we long for this to be our true confession. 
 We are not yet gold, but long to be.  We are not 
yet fully following his steps, but are trying. We 
have tried not to turn aside, but we sometimes 
falter.  Thank God for his grace until our inten-
tions and desires are fulfilled! 
U – V - MY PRAYER.. 
Magnificent Creator and Sustainer of the Universe, 
I confess my sin and my inability to follow your 
paths. Forgive me. I commit my life to serve you 

in holiness and joy.  Thank you for your grace, 
which covers my sin, and perfect in me 
the character of Jesus.  Through him I pray. 
 Amen. 
  

SUNDAY ISAIAH 55:8-9 

"My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways," declares the Lord.  "As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
No matter how we try to perceive God, he is still 
God and we are not.  We must forever remember 
that the original, and still primary sin was to try to 
become like God in terms of knowledge and un-
derstanding.  We are to know God, but we can 
never fully know about him.  We are to take on his 
character, but we cannot approach his majesty. 
 This is both exciting and frustrating.  But the 
promise remains that one day we will be like him 
and see him as he is. 
W – X – Y – Z - MY PRAYER... 
Tender Shepherd, thank you for being so patient 
with me when I cannot fully understand and ap-
preciate your holy and transcendent character. 
 Thank you for sending Jesus so I can know you 
better and trust you to know me better than I 
know myself.  I look forward to seeing you face to 
face when Jesus comes to bring me home.  Until 
that day, please know I love you.  Through Jesus I 
offer my thanks and praise.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+73:25-26
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=job+23:10-11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+55:8-9


It’s tough being a miracle 
(Jan Ambrose discusses how she came to grips 
with devastating news) 
 

No-one is getting out of here alive. Depressing, 
but fact. Death happens to all of us and to many 
it’s a frightening prospect. As Spike Milligan said: 
‘I don’t mind dying, I just don’t want to be there 
when it happens.’ 
 

My journey with Stage 4 cancer started in March 
2014. Usually a healthy and energetic woman who 
enjoyed life, a job as an editor with a multi-
national organisation and helping out with my four 
gorgeous grandchildren, my life changed over-
night. I felt exhausted and my appetite disap-
peared completely. Several doctors’ appointments 
and tests culminated in life-saving surgery, fol-
lowed by 18 months of chemotherapy and the 
warning that there was a 75% chance of the can-
cer returning within two years. 
 

I had two and a quarter cancer-free years before 
it returned. I was shattered. Once again, life was 
a busy whirl of hospital appointments, scans and 
ever more aggressive chemo. My last chemo 
treatment in July 2020 was a ‘kill or cure’ regime 
and it was awful.  
 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t a cure, the cancer re-
turned with a vengeance and the oncologist had 
no further treatment to offer me. When I went for 
my regular review, instead of the usual ‘well 
done’ and big hug, she suggested liaising with the 
local hospice for palliative care. She estimated 
that I had six months to a year of life left. I was 
asked if I wanted to sign a Do Not Resuscitate 
form and advised to plan my funeral. 
 

For the first few days after receiving this news, I 
was flailing around helplessly. I shed lots of tears, 
threw tantrums and wondered what was the point 
in going on. I don’t know what help I was expect-
ing – someone to wave a magic wand, a miracle 
cure, a cast-iron guarantee that there was nothing 
to dying. Instead, one nurse, who frankly should 
have known better, saw my astounded face when 
she unexpectedly started talking about hospice 
care, and said: ‘You didn’t think you were going 
on forever, did you?’ (I did, actually.) Another said 
after the Christmas break: ‘Well, at least you had 
another Christmas.’ I should have said: ‘Yes, and 
so did you.’ 
 

Nothing is certain, especially in these dark days 
when a dreadful pandemic is killing thousands of 
people daily, irrespective of their age. Since my 

diagnosis, so many people have died, including my 
husband Colin, who died of a silent heart attack a 
year after my battle with cancer started.  
 

Once I realised the fragility of life, I started to 
view things differently. My son-in-law pointed out 
that six-months to a year is a long time and urged 
me to make every day count.   
 

Changing my mindset isn’t easy. Years of strong 
drugs and serious illness have affected my mobili-
ty badly. As with any chronic serious condition, I 
am very poorly some days and take it out on my 
nearest and dearest. They have many issues of 
their own, especially nowadays. I smiled bravely 
when the family went off to see the Christmas 
lights at Kew, while wishing miserably that I could 
have gone with them. I am learning – with difficul-
ty! – to accept that some former close friends are 
ignoring me because they simply don’t know what 
to say. 
 

The usual prognosis for my type of cancer is two 
years. I have survived for nearly seven. What was 
in God’s plan when He gave me these extra years 
of life?  
 

I’m still finding out. I listened to the ISS singing ‘I 
miss my time with you’ with the words ‘You’re so 
busy trying to serve me’. Am I too busy now? I’ve 
shouted and pleaded with God, but do I thank Him 
for all the blessings He continues to give me? Am I 
spending more time asking for things than receiv-
ing what I already have? 
 

I’m still alive and supported by loving friends and 
family. I have created the Regent Hall prayer 
group, which comprises beautiful prayers, music 
and readings. It helps deepen my spiritual experi-
ence. The current lockdown is a godsend in that it 
allows me to ‘gate-crash’ other corps’ online 
meetings. I have listened to incredibly helpful 
sermons. Structuring my day so I don’t have time 
to fret is important to me. I try not to think about 
the fact that my life is drawing to a close. 
 
I’ve enjoyed reading Captain Tom Moore’s autobi-
ography. At the age of 100 he has suffered tragedy 
and ill-health, yet went on to raise more than £30 
million for the NHS. The title of the book is:  
‘Tomorrow will be a good day.’ 
 
Isn’t that the truth. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


