
8th November 2020 
Hello and welcome to our weekly Chatham Chatter. I do 

hope that you find this way of communication 
useful as I send it out each week and hope that it is 
read and used in many ways; for prayer, thought 
and instruction.    
This week we had a leadership meeting with the 
Divisional Commander.  As part of the meeting 
every name that is on a roll within Chatham Citadel 
Corps was read out. Your name was mentioned and 
you were remembered.  Also, as part of the 
meeting we removed members who have been 
Promoted To Glory. As we did, it reminded me of 
the service, dedication and example they gave of 
Christian service to our Lord.  Who are next in line 
to pick up those batons, in faithful obedience.  
Today we stand in remembrance of those who gave 
their ultimate sacrifice in wars and conflicts around 
the world.  Whilst this year will be a very different 
day,  it will be marked by remembrance, silence and 
prayer.  I will be accompanying the Mayor at the 
War Memorial in Rochester. 
I am grateful to Lt Col. Judith who will be leading 
live stream worship and bringing the word to you. 
May you know His peace and love at this time.  It is 
hard to keep a sense of purpose in ‘watching’ the 
meeting but ask God to allow you to be ‘In’ the 
meeting and allow God to go deep into your lives in 
these days of challenge and uncertainty.  We serve 
a great God ‘Under His wings you will find refuge 
and faithfulness’ (Psalm 91:4). Believe it, live it, 
experience it, even in these days. He is with us 
always, even through a screen! 

God bless you as you seek Him with all 
your being this weekend. 

  
 

Ian F Payne Major 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please pray this prayer: 

Father God, I pray for my church today, 
that you will fill each of us with your joy 
and peace, and that, in our worship 
online and at home, our fellowship and 
mission will overflow with hope, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
 

We pray that during this time of lockdown we may feel 
God’s presence and allow Him to guide us each day, 
remembering that He promises to be with us and that 
we are all special to Him.   
Pray for those who will find the next four weeks to be 
difficult to cope with, for whatever reason, but pray that 
these actions will be effective in bringing down the 
numbers of people affected by Covid19. 
Ask God to bring to mind any of our friends who need 
encouragement and prayers just now.  Please, in your 
prayers, think of those who are struggling with health 
problems who have been mentioned individually in 
previous notices.   
We all need encouragement to make the most of every 
day and to live the life that God inspires us to live.  God 
is answering our prayers in amazing ways so keep talking 
to Him and let us know if you would like some prayer 
support. 
 
Bless each one of you who is receiving this Chatham 
Chatter.  Bless the Salvation Army and the volunteers 
who are serving communities in all parts of the world. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer requests for 
the supportive prayers of the Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanmjones86@yahoo.co.uk or text on 07787718273.  
                                           

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 



PROMOTION TO GLORY 
Brother Geoff Groom was Promoted to Glory on 
Thursday 15th October.  Please remember Geoff’s 
family; Wendy, Bruce, Cheryl, Joy, Stuart & Neal 
and their respective families.  The funeral service 
will be Tuesday 10th November at 2pm and a link 
to watch live from the hall will be 

https://youtu.be/0EjIcTUkA1M 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Zoom Sunday – please ask Tracy for details to join in. 
 
REMBERANCE SUNDAY 2020 

I have receive the message below 
from Cllr Vince Maple for those 
wishing to engage with the various 
Services taking place on Sunday; 
As we approach Sunday I wanted to 
give you all a final update as to 
what is happening at Victoria Gar-
dens. There will be a separate de-

tailed email sent in the next 24 hours to the limited 
number of wreath layers participating on Sunday. 
 The key message is please don’t attend in person but 
watch online – this is covered in the Remembrance 
Sunday article on the Medway Messenger web-
site https://www.kentonline.co.uk/medway/news/reme
mbrance-sunday-event-moves-online-236766 
 If you have any email groups / social media pages 
please share the links to the event page which is being 
hosted on the Love Chatham Facebook Page – thanks to 
Kent Media Group & A1 Events for making this possible. 
 https://www.facebook.com/events/813350889458311 
https://www.facebook.com/lovechathamUK 
  
Finally thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Medway Remembers video which has been produced 
by Halpern Charitable Foundation and Nucleus Arts 
which can be shared widely both on Sunday but also 
next Wednesday too. 
  
https://youtu.be/G6AbTqDSDY8 
  
Thank you to everyone for their support throughout this 
unprecedented times and I hope we can return to our 
normal Remembrance Sunday parade and service in 
2021. 
  
Stay Safe Vince Maple 
 

 

‘Making a difference’ 
‘Bags of Hope for Christmas’ 

It’s going to be Christmas as normal, but with a 
challenge. We will meet that challenge and make a 
difference to many lives and families in our community.  
God bless you as you help the various teams.  
My theme through the Advent and Christmas season 
will be ‘Making a Difference, Bags of Hope for 
Christmas’  Let’s make that a reality. 
 

CHRISTMAS BAGS OF HOPE 

Again, this year we are asking you to bring hope to many 
people this Christmas – collect the items on the list, put 
them in a Bag for Life and bring them to the Hall on the 
times shown.  If you are unable to shop (each bag costs 
£25), why not make a donation on our Just Giving page 
with the reference ‘Hope’ and someone will go and buy 
the bag on your behalf – or you can send a cheque to 
the hall. Last year we gave out over 130 bags – there are 
many in our community struggling due to Covid19.  Help 
us make Christmas a little easier for them.  
 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-
citadel  
if you require any further details please contact Sam. 
Splinter9@blueyonder.co.uk  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/px9JCP10YI5JmQ4Fza56q?domain=youtu.be
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EaUuCY6jMu6jzBWH0BnI2?domain=kentonline.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EaUuCY6jMu6jzBWH0BnI2?domain=kentonline.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/events/813350889458311
https://www.facebook.com/lovechathamUK
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/3P-tC2Rj9uE0Ny2F2UDRy?domain=youtu.be
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-citadel
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-citadel
mailto:Splinter9@blueyonder.co.uk


CHRISTMAS DAY AT CHATHAM SA 

 
Christmas Day at Chatham SA will be very different this 
year. At present, we will be unable to have guests in the 
hall for lunch which has been run by the Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club, so this year we will be providing a 
full Christmas Day Lunch in a Hamper plus a tea and 
surprise for each person. All the recipient will have to do 
is heat the food in an oven or microwave.  They will be 
delivered by volunteers.   Can I ask you to consider the 
following; 
Could you be a volunteer to deliver a couple of 
hampers on Christmas Day (between 9am & 2pm)? 
Do you have the name of a person who would welcome 
a hamper?  Please let me have their details. 
Contact Grace using the details above or let Major Ian 
know. 

 
CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 
We will be having a Christmas Toy Appeal this year. 
Between now and the date on the  poster why not buy a 
gift for a child, between 1 to 18 and bring it to the hall 
on one of the dates mentioned, unwrapped. Again, this 
year we can make a big difference to many children’s 
lives on Christmas Day. If you would sooner give a 
donation, again, please make this on the Justgiving page 
or send to the Hall and a toy will be bought to give. If 
you require any further information please contact 
Wendy. 07368 629792  or 
paulscoulding@gmail.com  

 
IF YOU WANT POSTERS/INVITATIONS ETC FOR 
ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE CONTACT MAJOR 
IAN. 
 

 

‘BAGS OF HOPE’ AND MEALS 

We continue this much needed service on Monday and 
Friday giving out Bags of Hope. We are grateful to the 
Medway Sunlight Rotary Club who give us referrals and  
help with delivery for those unable to leave the house due 
to shielding, age or infirmity.   Can you think of someone 
who could do with a Bag of Hope?   Also, our weekly 
meals continue from the front door of the hall, giving 
support to the most vulnerable of our society. 

 

SONGSTERS DESERT ISLAND DISCS 

If you go to www.chathamsa.org.uk and click on the 
Chatham Chatter button, then ‘Other news’ you will 
find the ‘Songsters Desert Island Discs’ which is a weekly 
choice of music by individual members of the Songster 
Brigade -  get clicking. 

 

CHATHAMSA CLOTHING 
BANK 

We now have a ChathamSA 
Clothing Bank sited outside the 
hall for the public to donate 
clothes.  There will be regular 
financial donations made to 
the Corps for allowing this 
service. You can let people 
know that this service is 
available 24/7. 

 

INFORMATION FROM MEDWAY COUNCIL 
Please be advised that as per previous years, Medway 
Council-run car parks in the town centres will offer free 
parking in the run up to Christmas.  
This year, there will be 4 free Christmas parking days 
running from 17th December to 20th December 2020. 

 
CORPS TREASURER 
All cartridges, collections, donations etc: please send a 
cheque (cheques should be made payable to The 
Salvation Army and posted to the hall (Church Street, 
Chatham, ME4 4BT).  Please remember to write your 
cartridge number on the reverse of the cheque. Or you 
can pay by BACS ask the CT for details. 
Also, if you have SA papers can you make payments 
(inc. cheques) separate from all other payments at the 
Corps.  If you wish to know how much you owe please 
contact Trevor Grant.  

mailto:paulscoulding@gmail.com
http://www.chathamsa.org.uk/


CORPS FUNDRAISING DONATIONS 

Don’t forget the Just-Giving page is available  
to enable members of the public to give donations. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-
citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends etc. 
wish to donate to the Corps please direct them to this 
link or they can send in donations using a cheque and 
posting to the Hall for the attention of the CO. 

 
NHS COVID QR CODE 

 

ANYONE COMING 
INTO THE HALL MUST 
USE THE QR CODE 
(EXAMPLE ON LEFT) 
AS A PART OF THE 
NHS APP TRACK AND 
TRACE - THESE WILL 
BE LOCATED BY ALL 
DOORWAYS INTO THE 
BUILDING. IF YOU DO 
NOT HAVE THE APP 
ON A PHONE YOU 

MUST CONTACT MAJOR IAN TO MAKE AN 
ARRANGEMENT TO COME TO THE HALL. 
 
YOUTH ALPHA 
Mike Dare the Church Army Youth Worker for Chatham 
– part of the Churches Together in Chatham is offering a 
Youth Alpha Course for those who wish to be involved, 
start on Sunday 8th November 5pm – 6pm -  the link is  
https://protect-
eu.mimecast.com/s/EWD_C2Rj9uE653xHn5K1W?domai
n=eventbrite.co.uk 
or for further details please contact mike on 
mike.dare@churcharmy.org 

 
THQ 
To keep up with The Salvation Army throughout the 
territory - click the link; 
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo 
The Salvation Army Youtube Channel 
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL NATIVITY CASTING CALL 
Music & Creative Arts (MACA) are putting on a Virtual 
Nativity and are inviting children aged 7-13 years to be 
in the ensemble or to have a speaking or solo singing 
part. Children are asked to join a Zoom rehearsal and 
upload themselves singing the songs. Email Assistant 
Director stephanie.lamplough@salvationarmy.org.uk to 
request an application form which must be returned 
by Monday 9th November. 
 
 

VIDEO MESSAGE FROM THE       
TERRITORIAL COMMANDER 
Commissioner Anthony Cotterill 
turns to Scripture (and a 1980s hit 
single) to encourage us not to 

worry, but to be happy. Watch on YouTube. 
https://youtu.be/c4lEdUJRel4 
  

RAH CAROL CONCERT 
The Royal Albert Hall has agreed to move TSA booking 
for the Territorial Carol Concert to the new date next 
year of Wednesday 8 December 2021. 
For this Christmas, there will be a virtual Territorial Carol 
Concert, to be available online via YouTube, comprising 
highlight features from previous years’ concerts, 
alongside new pieces and celebrity readings. This is 
currently in production and a time and date for the 
launch will be advertised and announced in due course. 

BOOK YOUR PLACE: ROYAL PARKS HALF 
MARATHON 2021 
The ballot for this event in April 2021 is now open. Run 
for a reason and join Team Sally Army as you take in four 
of London’s stunning eight Royal Parks. Go to 
https://royalparkshalf.com/  

 
GENERAL BRIAN PEDDLE 

General Brian Peddle is on Facebook 
and Twitter and gives very 
encouraging updates daily of what is 
going on around the SA world 
including thoughts and prayers.  
Facebook & Twitter @GeneralBPeddle. 

Also Twitter @SalvArmyIHQ 
Hear the General’s message on International Peace Day 
2020. The General says: ‘Please join us in praying for peace, 
particularly in these challenging days’ 
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralBPeddle/videos/3309
73588169509/ 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EWD_C2Rj9uE653xHn5K1W?domain=eventbrite.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EWD_C2Rj9uE653xHn5K1W?domain=eventbrite.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
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LOOK AHEAD TO INTERFAITH WEEK: 8-15 NOV 
At this time of Covid-19, Interfaith Week is ever more 
important, helping people to continue to come togeth-
er; make new links and friendships; educate against        
prejudice and hatred; and volunteer together to help 
others. You will find ideas for socially distanced and 

online activities at 

 www.interfaithweek.org/resources/ideas  and these 
can be modified for your use. 

 

ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY    

As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the                        

A to Z prayer.  Each day I will give you a letter from 

the alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 

members of the Corps with this initial, friends, family 

and neighbours and why not let them know that they 

have been prayed for, an email, note through the 

door or letter.  Let’s make a difference by praying for 

each other.  Can you imagine the difference that will 

make. 

 

Monday 1 Peter 2:15 
It is God's will that by doing good you should silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not 
use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants 
of God.  
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
What does the world most need to hear from me to-
day? A life tuned to the melody of grace that I claim I 
believe. Doing good, being like Christ, is Peter's answer 
to opposition, cynicism, and even persecution. We are 
free in Jesus, but being free means that we don't have 
to pretentiously prove we are free. Instead, we can live 
for him who died to conquer death. He renounced abso-
lute heavenly freedom so we could find it. We are free 
to serve others, and most of all to serve God. 
H - MY PRAYER... 
Holy Father, my Great Emancipator, you have freed me 
from sin, law, and death at the cost of your precious 
Son. I open my heart to you today to say I love you and 
want to thank you. Please accept the actions of my life, 
the words of my mouth, the thoughts of my mind, and 
the emotions of my heart today as my offering of 
thanks. Through Jesus my Sacrifice and your holy Son I 
pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday 1 Peter 3:18 
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the un-
righteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the body but made alive by the Spirit. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Having stood over the open graves of friends, family 
members, and strangers, I know the appearance and 
feel of death's finality and our human frailty. But 
Christ's death is that great reminder that death is a mat-
ter of perspective and faith. I believe God raised Jesus 
from the dead and that he is the first fruits of those of 
us who believe in him. He is alive, not just in Spirit, but 
in bodily form and so we will also be! 
I - MY PRAYER... 
Almighty God, thank you for the gifts of your grace, 
Spirit, forgiveness and life. Most of all, thanks for the 
gift of your Son, who brought life and immortality to me 
through your salvation. While I have no great desire to 
die, I know I can look through death to you and your 
victory in me through Jesus. Please give me the courage 
to live for you every day until that day you take me 
home. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 
 
Wednesday Psalms 119:143 
Trouble and distress have come upon me, but your 
commands are my delight.  
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
This verse is hard for me, because I know I am so 
blessed. Trouble and distress do not seem to be a part 
of my vocabulary right now.  But I know in many places 
in the world, this statement is true of Christians who are 
under attack and live under the threat of persecution 
and death.  But their love for God and their commit-
ment to obedience is greater than Satan's threats be-
cause God's will is their delight. 
J - MY PRAYER... 
 Majestic and holy God, I ask you to bless and liberate 
your church that is under persecution.  But Father, I ask 
that if deliverance is not what is coming, I pray for my 
brothers and sisters and myself, that we may be found 
faithful in death before surrendering to compromise. 
Please strengthen our faith:  we believe but help our 
unbelief.  Empower us through your Spirit to be obedi-
ent: forgive us when we fall.  Most of all, deliver us 
without fault into your glorious presence. In Jesus we 
find our salvation and assurance.  Amen. 
 
 
 

http://www.interfaithweek.org/resources/ideas
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/2-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/3-18.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/119-143.html


Thursday Psalms 119:18 
Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your 
law. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
From our perspective of grace, having been liberated 
from law-keeping as a means of justification and right-
eousness, this is a very fitting prayer.  We can look 
around our world and see the anarchy and brutality 
when there is no principle of law undergirding the soul 
of a society.  God's law provided so many wonderful 
blessings, and can still bless us today if we will let it.  But 
the greatest blessing of the O.T. Law is Jesus, in whom 
all of God's promises find their fulfilment.  
K - MY PRAYER... 
 Holy Father, thank you for your righteousness.  Know-
ing that you will dispense justice and settle all injustice 
when you judge the earth gives me comfort because I 
know that through Jesus, you see me as righteous.  My 
prayer today is that I can live in a way that brings hon-
our to you and reflects the character of your Son when 
he walked this earth.  Through him I pray.  Amen. 
   
Friday Psalms 119:105 
 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
God's promises, God's Scripture, help us find our way in 
a pluralistic world of competing voices and lights our 
path in these times so given to cynicism and des-
pair.  What great grace we have to know God's will in 
our own words! 
 L - MY PRAYER... 
Loving Father, thank you for giving me your truth 
in Scripture.  To know that you love me enough to 
communicate in language I can read is truly awe inspir-
ing to me.  Make my heart hunger for your truth re-
vealed in your Word.  I want to grow to be a righteous 
and gracious child in your family.  With love through my 
older brother I pray.  Amen.  
  
Saturday John 17:17 
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
God's promises, God's Scripture, and God's clearest 
message of all, his Son, are truth.  But only the last of 
these is truth, grace, deliverer, friend, Lord, Saviour, 
brother, Redeemer... 
 
 

 M - MY PRAYER... 
 O God, give me a holy passion to know your truth and 
live it in both word and deed.   Make my life a reflection 
of your Word, who both proclaimed and lived your 
truth.  In him I pray. Amen. 
  
Sunday Psalms 1:1-2 
 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of 
the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the 
seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
I get to choose which sources of information I feed my 
mind.  But this privilege and freedom is also a responsi-
bility.  God longs to bless me, but that blessing remains 
dormant until my heart delights in knowing and doing 
his will. 
N - MY PRAYER...  
 Wondrous Creator, just as you fashioned such a beauti-
ful world and put me together in my mother's womb, I 
also ask that you create in me a desire to know your 
truth and an insight into how to live that truth.  I know 
your Holy Spirit is in me to help me in this journey, but I 
want so much to please you and bless you because of all 
the ways you have blessed me.  In Jesus name I 
pray.  Amen. 

 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/119-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/119-105.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/17-17.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+1:1-2
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html

