
 23rd August 2020 

 
I'm now back from two weeks R&R and it does 
feel good to have had those days with family 
and friends.  It's also great to be back and know 
that much has been done in decorating the hall 
and that care for our community continued with 
Bags of Hope and meals for the vulnerable as 
well as the collection from the various outlets of 
donated items. I thank those who have been 
responsible most sincerely for your time and 
energy and going the extra mile in so many ways 
while I have been away – THANK YOU. 
With every week passing there seem to be 
restrictions lifted so that slowly we are getting 
to do things again that are important. You will 
read in this week's Chatter that the band are 
now able to go to homes and driveways (no 
more than six) and minister in their unique way, 
subject to all guidelines being strictly observed. 
My thanks to those planning this ministry. 
This week, on our live streaming, I am using the 
title ‘Go on…..do the impossible’. Jesus’ 
encounter with the blind man and what seemed 
totally impossible became possible, as Jesus 
asks the blind man ‘What do you want me to do 
for you?’. I wonder, in these days, how would 
you answer that question from Jesus, what is it 
that Jesus can do in your life and will make the 
impossible, possible? Only you can answer that 
question and I hope on Sunday to lead you in a 
way that will help you reflect and be challenged 
by that thought.  Also, you will have the 
required answer to see the difference He, Jesus, 
can make in your life. Come expecting Jesus to 
do something and don’t be surprised that He 

will. 
God bless you all. 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS 

 
Please pray this prayer: 

Father God, I pray for my church today, 
that you will fill each of us with your joy 
and peace, and that, in our worship 
online and at home, our fellowship and 
mission, we will overflow with hope, by 
the power 

of your Holy Spirit, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Times are still difficult as we are not meeting up to 
worship and it is easy to forget what is happening to our 
friends.  Whilst we have no detailed information to 
share, please, in your prayers, think of those who are 
struggling with health problems who have been 
mentioned individually in previous notices.  We all need 
encouragement to make the most of every day and to 
live the life that God inspires us to live. 
Bless our Salvation Army and the volunteers who are 
serving communities in all parts of the world. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer requests for 
the supportive prayers of the Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanmjones86@yahoo.co.uk or text on 07787718273.    
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During August there is no Zoom Sunday School but 
some of the workers have delivered some packs of 
activities over the August break.  Thanks to those who 
have engaged in this way. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To Paul and Ruth Woodhouse, who on Wednesday 
celebrated their Silver Wedding Anniversary - 25 years 
of marriage -  God Bless you both and your family. 
 
THQ 
To keep up with The Salvation Army throughout the 
territory - click the link; 
https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo 

The Salvation Army Youtube Channel 
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4 

 
VIDEO MESSAGE FROM THE TERRITORIAL COMMANDER 

https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
https://youtu.be/Nv4OsGF8Ah4


Commissioner Anthony Cotterill speaks about what we 
are doing in response to ethnic diversity and      en-
courages people to get in touch the Territorial           
Advisory Council on the subject. Watch on 
YouTube https://youtu.be/CoqdGei_SUo 
 

Commissioner Gill Cotterill considers how easy it can be 
to forget good guidance when life is going well.  Watch 
on YouTube https://youtu.be/A8sDDuotOmQ  
 
GENERAL BRIAN PEDDLE 
General Brian Peddle is on Facebook and Twitter and gives 

very encouraging updates daily of what is 
going on around the SA world including 
thoughts and prayers.  Facebook & Twitter 
@GeneralBPeddle  
Also Twitter @SalvArmyIHQ 

SALVATION ARMY RELEASES RESPONSE ON DEATH  
PENALTY 
The Salvation Army has published a new International 
Positional Statement – the official SA viewpoint - on the 
death penalty and a call to end its use.  Where Position-
al Statements are concerned, Officers and others repre-
senting The Salvation Army are expected to speak con-
sistently with the stated position but individual Salva-
tionists may hold different views on some subjects. Ac-
ceptance of the official position is not essential to 
membership. You can read the statement 
https://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc/ips with context 
and biblical exploration of the issue.  Please let Major 
Ian know if you wish to have a printed copy. 
 

RECOGNITION 
 
Salvation Army officer   
recognised for his 
emergency    response 
work over the past 15 
years. 

Major Karl Gray is the 
pan-London Emergency Services Co-ordinator and has 
been part of the church and charity’s emergency re-
sponse at major incidents in recent years including the 
Grenfell Tower Fire, the Croydon tram crash and terror-
ist incidents. 

During his time, he has attended more than 440 inci-
dents, providing refreshments and a friendly face to fire-
fighters on the ground. 

Karl was taken unwell and spent eight weeks at Homer-
ton University Hospital with coronavirus at the start of 
the pandemic, with over five weeks being in the Inten-
sive Care Unit.  This week fire crews in Hackney pre-
sented Karl with a firefighter’s axe to welcome him back 
and to thank him for his years of service.  
Historically, every firefighter was given an axe at the 
start of their career and on retirement took theirs home. 
Nowadays, the axe is ceremonial and it is a great honour 
for someone outside of the fire service to receive one. 
Hackney Borough Commander Lee Sandy said: “Karl is a 
huge part of the team at Shoreditch Fire Station and is 
known by firefighters across London. “It’s always such a 
boost seeing his cheerful face offering you a hot drink 
and a sandwich when you’ve been working hard at an 
incident. We were very sorry Karl had been taken so 
poorly and he was much missed by everybody.” 
Lt Colonel David Shakespeare, The Salvation Army’s Divi-
sional Commander in North London, said: “Karl is deeply 
committed to supporting the people of London, and his 
investment in relationships with the London Fire Brigade 
is significant. People recognise his integrity and faith 
perspective.” 

A CALL OUT TO CREATIVE FEMALE SALVATIONISTS 
Calling all young women and girls aged 6 to 25 who are 
connected to The Salvation Army. You are invited to take 
part in this year’s celebration of the United Nations In-
ternational Day of the Girl 11 October. 

The Salvation Army’s International Social Justice Com-
mission (ISJC) is asking women and girls to create a vid-
eo of spoken word, song, dance, poetry, drama, TikTok 
or a musical item (individual or group) that reflect this 
year’s UN theme: 'Be Bold: From Equality to Equity for 
Girls.' Submissions will also be shared with the United 
Nations and shown in an online virtual event hosted by 
the ISJC. 

How to enter Upload creative submissions by 11 Sep-
tember to YouTube and email the YouTube link to the 
ISC ihq-isjc@salvationarmy.org for the attention of Ma-
jor Victoria Edmonds. (Please copy in the Youth & Chil-
dren's Ministries team at youthchil-
dren@salvationarmy.org.uk) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
SONGS OF PRAISE SPECIAL ON THE SALVATION ARMY 

https://youtu.be/CoqdGei_SUo
https://youtu.be/A8sDDuotOmQ
https://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc/ips


Tune into BBC One’s Songs of Praise this Sunday (23 
August) for a visit to Hadleigh Farm and Employment 
Centre - Lieutenant Daniel Holland, Prison Chaplain 
Lesley Nicholson and the International Staff Songsters 
(ISS) are also featured. You can also catch up on last 
Sunday’s episode featuring the ISS on BBC iPlayer. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000lx0w/song
s-of-praise-trentham-gardens 

 
CORPS OFFERINGS, DONATIONS 
Don’t forget the Just-Giving page to enable you to give 
your weekly collections and donations 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends etc. 
wish to donate to the Corps please direct them to this link 
or they can send in donations using a cheque and posting 
to the Hall for the attention of the CO. 
 
CORPS TREASURER 
If you have outstanding cartridges, collections, donations 
etc: please send a cheque (cheques should be made 
payable to The Salvation Army) and posted to the hall 
(Church Street, Chatham, ME4 4BT).  Please remember to 
write your cartridge number on the reverse of the cheque. 
We apologise that present circumstances mean there is a 
delay in presenting cheques to the bank. 
 
‘BAGS OF HOPE’ AND MEALS 

People continue to present themselves at the door on a 
Monday or Friday to receive Bags of Hope. Also on 
Mondays the Medway Sunlight Rotary Club give us 
referrals and help with delivery for those unable to leave 
the house due to shielding, age or infirmity.   Can you 
think of someone who could do with a Bag of Hope?  We 
gave to over 150 families this past week. Meals are on a 
Tuesday night with over 65 being served each week.  This 
is from 6:45pm till 7:15pm. 
  

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE BAND 
There has been further easing of restrictions by the 
government and this includes allowing small groups of 
brass players to play. There are major restrictions still on 
playing inside any building, therefore the band will only 
be looking at playing outside. This will be for a maxi-
mum group of 6 players. They are looking at the details 
and will complete the risk assessments required to en-
sure we comply fully.   
  
 
 
 
 

ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY    

As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the                        

A to Z prayer.  Each day I will give you a letter from 

the alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 

members of the Corps with this initial, friends, family 

and neighbours and why not let them know that they 

have been prayed for, an email, note through the 

door or letter.  Let’s make a difference by praying for 

each other.  Can you imagine the difference that will 

make. 

 

Monday John 14:23 

Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my 

teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to 

him and make our home with him." 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 At many Christian funerals, the preacher emphasizes 
how Jesus has left to make a place ready for us to join 
him in heaven. Then he is going to come back for us. But 
just a few verses later, Jesus adds this promise. He's tell-
ing us that until we can come and be with him at his 
place.  He will come to live with us here in our hearts 
but it all hinges on one thing, our willingness to obey 
him. Not a bad deal, is it. So let's not let obedience be a 
forgotten word in our lifestyle! 

 H   MY PRAYER ... 

Holy God, I know Jesus came to earth and obeyed your 
will. Give me discernment that my obedience will not 
simply be the obedience of your words, but will also be 
the obedience of your will. I long to honour you because 
you have done so much to save me. Thank you. Through 
Jesus I pray. Amen. 
  
Tuesday  Colossians 1:28 

We proclaim him [Jesus], admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we present everyone 
perfect in Christ. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Our goal as Christians is not to obey some law, to ad-
here to some set of rules, or even be followers of some 
discipline. Our goal as Christians is to be conformed to 
the character and ministry of Jesus. This is the Spirit's 
work in us (2 Cor. 3:18) as Paul makes clear here and in 
other places (Galatians 4:19) that this is his goal in work-
ing with others. 

I - MY PRAYER... 

Holy Lord, conform my heart, my words, my life, my 
ministry, and my actions to those of Jesus. I want him to 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000lx0w/songs-of-praise-trentham-gardens
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000lx0w/songs-of-praise-trentham-gardens
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/colossians/1-28.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/3-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/4-19.html


be my Lord, not just in my words but also in my life. 
Through him I pray. Amen. 
  
Wednesday  Psalm 143: 10 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your 
good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
We want the Spirit to be at work in us to make us like 
Jesus. For this to happen, we must open our hearts to 
the will of God. There are no greater words God wants 
to hear than "teach me to do your will." That is what it 
means for him to be God, to have control over our life 
and our will. 

J - MY PRAYER... 

Almighty God, I want you to truly be God in my life. I 
renounce any attempt on my part to try to manipulate 
or use your grace and kindness for my benefit. I submit 
my will to yours. But Holy Father, I confess that I struggle 
at times with my own selfish and evil desires that lead 
me astray. Please forgive me when my heart is cold and 
my ears are deaf to your will. Please, take control of my 
life today. Through Jesus my Lord, I ask you to assert 
your will as God in my life. Amen. 
  
Thursday Titus 2:2 

Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, 
self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love, and in  en-
durance. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Worthy of respect! What a goal for our lives whether 
we are men or women! Don't you want your life to re-
flect the character of God because our faith expresses 
itself in a life of self-control. This work of the Spirit in 
our lives happens only as we dedicate ourselves to being 
what he is at work trying to accomplish in us. 

K - MY PRAYER... 

Father, please strengthen me through your Spirit so that 
I may gain better control of my passions, my speech, my 
example, and my habits. Help me put to death the 
things that would rob me of my spiritual passion and my 
influence for good to those who do not know Jesus. 
Through whom I pray. Amen. 
  
Friday Isaiah 46:4 

[The Lord says,] "Even to your old age and grey hairs, I 
am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you 
and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue 
you. 
 
 

THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 God will not forget us when we're in trouble or when 
we are old. We may outlive our friends and be forgotten 
by those who know us, but God will never leave us or 
forsake us. He will sustain, carry, protect, and rescue us. 

L - MY PRAYER... 

Thank you my Father, for promising to never forget me. 
Because of your faithfulness to your children of old, I 
know you will never forsake me. I trust that no matter 
where I am or where I go, you will go with me. In Jesus' 
name I pray. Amen. 
  
Saturday Proverbs 22:6 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not turn from it. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
Children don't need to be taught, they need to be 
trained. Life is not about intellectual lessons, but about 
integrating truth into the fabric of our daily lives. God 
calls us to move our children and their training up on 
the list of our priorities. 

M - MY PRAYER... 

Great and Holy Counsellor, help me as I seek to know 
the best thing to do with my children to share my love 
and your truth with them. I want them to know and love 
you even better than I do. Give me wisdom and courage 
to make wise decisions and tenderness to implement 
them in my family's life. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 
  
Sunday Psalms 119:64 

The earth is filled with your love, O Lord; teach me your 
decrees. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Sometimes we get so caught up in the wonders of 
God's creation and the marvellous blessings of his grace 
we forget to ask him to teach us his truth. 

N - MY PRAYER... 

Holy and Precious Father, teach me your truth, lead me 
to your will, and guide me in your wisdom that my life 
may be a reflection of your plan for me when you made 
me new in my mother's womb. In Jesus I ask these 
things. Amen. 
 
God bless  - Please be safe. 

  
  
  

Ian F Payne – Major 
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