
  
 
 

 

 

17th May 2020 

Remember you can join our Virtual Sunday Worship by 

connecting; www.chathamsa.org.uk and then click on the 

‘Youtube’ button.  

Delighted that on Sunday Morning Lt Col Judith (Principal of 
William Booth College) will be bringing us the thoughts 
around God’s word.  I’m very grateful to Judith as I know 
that she is extremely busy but wants to serve in this way.  
Mind you, I am her CO!!!  I know that what she will have to 
say to us will be the ‘Word for the moment’ Looking at 
Romans 8:35-39,  ‘Nothing can separate us’.  Let’s join 
together and be blessed and enriched by Gods word. 
Interesting to see many SA band personnel around the UK 
are standing on the doorsteps playing instruments on 
Thursday nights – what a great way to have a five minute 
Band Practice!! 
We are currently still active in providing Bags of Hope. I was 
grateful to Medway Sunlight Rotary Club for delivering over 
10 bags on Monday. In addition, we provided a further 70 
to those who called at the door.   
If you know of anyone who would benefit from receiving a 
‘Bag of Hope’ of groceries, please do let us know as we have 
a lot of stock to move and get into the hands of those who 
need it.  I do have a registration form that can be completed 
by yourselves and if necessary can be delivered. 
I continue to provide the meals for the homeless, having a 
break on some nights as local businesses are stepping in to 
provide dinners. 
Remember, you can ring me, text, email if there is anything 
that you need.  There is a link, Buddy system to a telephone 
support service, where volunteers are ringing up those who 
are isolated and lonely.  Let me know if this service can be 
of use. 
Again, thank you for all that you are doing. Keep ringing and 
encouraging each-other. 
 
God bless Chatham Corps 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please pray this prayer: 
Father God, I pray for my church today, that 
you will fill each of us with your joy and 
peace, and that, in our worship, our 
fellowship and mission, we will overflow 
with hope, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our prayers are needed for those people in the Corps who 
are suffering with health problems just now.  Especially 
pray for Mike & Lilian and Alma & Jim for God’s healing 
touch. 
This is a time for us to be cautious and keep aware of the 
need to keep safe.  Let us ask God to help us not to forget 
the importance of protecting ourselves and others.  We 
pray God’s protection for those working on our behalf in 
many different situations.   
In this time when people are still in isolation, either singly 
or as families, pray that people will discover each day 
something to raise their spirits, remembering all that God 
has given us.  
Bless our Salvation Army and the volunteers who are 
serving communities in all parts of the world. 
 
Please let Jean know of any urgent prayer requests for the 
supportive prayers of the Prayer Chain.  Email her on 
jeanmjones86@yahoo.co.uk or text on 07787718273.    
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Sunday School materials are on the Corps website.  
https://www.chathamsa.org.uk/  Exciting material for the 
young people in your house to engage in.  Also, look out for 
further details of ‘Zoom Sunday School’ 11:30. Details have 
been sent out on email. We will print out sheets for those 
who do not have the equipment at home or have issues in 
printing, please do ask. 
Visit salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive to read and 
download our latest issue! There’s a cartoon Bible story, a 

cool competition to enter, a fun craft activity, puzzles, 

jokes, and more! Enjoy 

 

http://www.chathamsa.org.uk/
https://www.chathamsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/6_To-Bee-like-Jesus.pdf
https://salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive


Follow General Brian  
General Brian Peddle is on Facebook and 
Twitter and gives very encouraging updates 
daily of what is going on around the SA world 
including thoughts and prayers. 
Facebook & Twitter @GeneralBPeddle 

Also Twitter @SalvArmyIHQ 
 
VIDEO MESSAGE FROM TERRITORIAL LEADER 
COMMISSIONER ANTONY COTTERILL 
‘I’ve got to be honest with you and say that God is still 
sorting my heart out.’ In a video message for the week, 
Territorial Commander Commissioner Anthony Cotterill 
includes words from Psalm 139 as he shares his personal 
journey of faith. Watch on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/3_8ej7ojFG4  
or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/415909176/42d2278a49  
 
COMMISSIONER GILLIAN COTTERILL  
‘You can do this! Keep going! Keep your head up!’ 
Commissioner Gill Cotterill calls us to keep encouraging 
each other in her video thought for the week.    
It is available to watch on YouTube 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diYhFDxg8ZY  
 
LIVE STREAMING EACH SUNDAY  
I am aware that there are some of the Corps family who do 
not have access to our live stream each Sunday morning. 
Therefore, can you please let me know who they are and I 
shall arrange for an audio CD of the meeting to be sent.  Lisa 
will be glad to send these.  
 
COVID 19 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please listen to and respond when asked by the Official 
website and TV announcements from the Government. Let 
us be a responsible body of people. 
Also, spend time ringing around each other.  We are an 
Army on the move and are finding new ways to engage with 
our community.  Nothing is off the table - this is a great 
opportunity. 
 
 

‘BAGS OF HOPE’ 
‘Bags of Hope’ continues.   
Please contact Major Ian if 
you know anyone that 
would benefit from one of 
them. We will be needing 
donations of non-
perishable food, if you 

have any.  Again, please let Major Ian know so a volunteer 
can be allocated to pick up the items. Thank you for your 

support in this way – Lets make a difference - Chatham SA 
‘Bags of Hope’. 
With every bag goes a postcard as shown, if you would like 
some to give to neighbours, please contact Major Ian.  
 
CLOTHING BANK AND SHOP DONATIONS 
The Salvation Army, along with our trading company, has 
asked well-meaning members of the public to stop leaving 
bags of donations next to our clothing banks and outside 
our charity shops during the lockdown. As we are unable to 
collect items at this time they will be sent to landfill sites 
instead at great cost to the Salvation Army. 
 
CANDLE OF HOPE 
Keep the Candle of Hope in our windows showing love and 
support to our communities, making a difference and a 
stand about being a praying house in your location.  
 
CHILDREN & COVID19 
UNICEF have produced a number of resources that are 
helpful for children and young people during this time of 
Covid-19. They cover a number of different issues including 
talking to children about the virus.  
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/agenda-for-action   
there is a PDF version on our Corps Website    
 
TELEPHONE SUPPORT FOR OLDER PEOPLE 
The Salvation Army is a mission partner with Faith in Later 
Life that provides resources to help churches connect with 
older people. This partnership has now helped to create a 
new telephone-based worship and support project called 
Daily Hope. The free phone line 0800 804 8044 has several 
options including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice 
about Covid-19, as well as a personal message from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Created with the Church of 
England, Faith in Later Life and the Connections group of 
Holy Trinity Church in Claygate Surrey, the Daily Hope 
telephone service is available for anyone but is designed 
particularly with older people in mind many of whom do 
not have access to the internet 
 
CORPS OFFERINGS, DONATIONS 
We have set up a Just-Giving page to enable you to give 
your weekly collections and donations. This is directly 
linked to the Corps and the link will be published on the 
screen during our Sunday services.  You can go directly from 
here to the page now: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chatham-citadel 
If members of the public, your neighbours, friends etc wish 
to donate to the Corps please direct them to this link or 
they can send in donations using a cheque and posting to 
the Hall for the attention of the CO. 
 

https://youtu.be/3_8ej7ojFG4
https://vimeo.com/415909176/42d2278a49
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diYhFDxg8ZY
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/agenda-for-action
https://faithinlaterlife.org/news-blog-spreading-the-news-of-daily-hope/
https://faithinlaterlife.org/news-blog-spreading-the-news-of-daily-hope/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XvwDCQ1YOIXwzxrHxFDQp?domain=justgiving.com


NOTE FROM THE CORPS TREASURER 
Following the successful launch of our Just-Giving page for 
general offerings and donations, we are mindful that you 
have not been able to give your cartridges to the Corps. We 
are not in a position to accept cash for a number of reasons 
and expect that to remain the case for some time. However, 
you can give your cartridge by cheque or preferably via 
standing order, forms for which can be prepared and issued 
to you on request. Let Major Ian know if you would like to 
do this. Cheques should be made payable to The Salvation 
Army and posted to the hall (Church Street, Chatham, ME4 
4BT). Please remember to write your cartridge number on 
the reverse of the cheque. Kindly note that there is likely to 
be a delay in banking of cheques. You will be given cartridge 
envelopes for the new financial year in due course once our 
activities return to something approaching normal. 
 
Finally,  number who have weekly SA Papers have asked 
how they are to pay for them, we will be contacting you 
shortly on how you will be able to pay.  
 
 
 
SUPPORTING YOUR WELL BEING (FROM SA WELLBEING) 
A familiar picture from resilience training is the tree shown 
below: 

The tree shown is the tree that survives the storm: 
• It does not let the wind and the rain pass through it 
leaving it unaffected, there is a cost to surviving 
• It does not stand straight and stop the energy of the 
storm, leading to eventual breakage 
• It feels the storm, it is affected by the storm, it bends with 
the storm but by its bending survives the storm to grow 
upright again when the storm has passed. 
During this time of change and uncertainty, of ministry and 
care looking different from usual, of pressures and storms, 
we must take care to make sure we bend with the storm, 
protected by our coping strategies, so that we might grow 
upright again when the storm has passed. 
 
 
 

 
So – what might it mean to bend with the storm for you? 

 Give yourself permission to acknowledge that 
during the storm it is OK to feel battered, scared, 
insecure 

 Give yourself permission to do your best, which at 
the moment might not be perfect 

 Give yourself permission to rest when you are tired, 
the storm is not just for today 

 Give yourself permission to be who God created 
you to be and not what others think you should be 

 Give yourself permission to spend time in  
recreation, whatever that looks like for you, so that 
the post storm tree is nourished 

Why not make a mini collection of pictures of trees affected 
by the weather, either real from your phone during your 
exercise times, or virtual, using google image search.  
Consider the different trees and perhaps decide which one 
illustrates where you are in relation to the storm each day 
this week. Use the pictures to remind you that you will 
come through the storm and live through days of peace 
again.  Ask God to show you where you should be bending 
with the storm for your own survival and pray for grace to 
bend so that you don’t break. 
 
Mental wellbeing while staying at home: 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-
matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips  
 
For all our officers, members, employees and volunteers at 
this challenging time, a prayer: 
“May God give you a new passion for His Kingdom and may 
you see beyond the challenges of today to the HOPE of His 
future.” 
 

 
 
 
 
ONLINE BLESSING FOR THE UK 

The Salvation Army is among 65 Christian churches and 
movements who have come together to sing a blessing 
to encourage us all during the pandemic. Those taking 
part include well-known worship leader Tim Hughes and 
The Salvation Army is represented by FourHymn from 
Regent Hall and Bromley Corps. Watch the YouTube 
video https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/AHOXC98q2IRmYnrIEGZw9?domain=youtu.be


ON YOUR DAILY JOURNEY    
As part of your daily devotions let’s pray the              

A to Z prayer.  Each day I will give you a letter from 

the Alphabet.  Please use this letter to pray for 

members of the Corps with this initial, friends, 

family and neighbours.  Let’s make a difference  

by praying for each other.  Can you imagine the 

difference that will make. 
 
Monday Acts 20:24 
I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish 
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
to me -- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 
 THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 How important is grace? Paul said it was more important 
than his life! Telling about grace was more important to 
Paul than his life! In fact, that was his life! 

O - MY PRAYER... 

Almighty God, Holy Father, thank you for your lavish 
grace demonstrated and fully expressed in sending Jesus 
to die for me. As your child, and in thanks to your 
sacrificial gift, I pledge to you my life, my love, and my all. 
Through Jesus. Amen. 
 
Tuesday James 1:19 
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. 
 THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Have a brake on your tongue, hit the throttle on your 
ears. Let your angry email sit three days before 
responding and make sure you read it and edit it before 
you send it. Keep your mouth shut and your ears open. 
They all say the same thing. Now if we would just do it, 
wouldn't the Christian community be so much more 
blessed! 

P - MY PRAYER... 

Mighty and Holy God, you are incredible. Beyond my 
comprehending. How you put up with all the drivel, 
senseless, and hurtful speech that I and your other 
children spew out is beyond my understanding. I ask that 
you release the Holy Spirit to convict my heart and guard 
my lips from any form of hurtful speech. I want my voice 
to be as much yours as my heart is. This I pray through 
Jesus. Amen. 
  
Wednesday John 3:17 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 

How do you view God? Is he someone looking for a way 
to condemn you? Is he an out-of-touch old man who 
doesn't really know what it's like in our modern world? Is 
he too holy to soil himself with the concerns of mere 
mortals and has left it up to us to work everything out for 
ourselves? No. NO. NO! God chose to enter our world 
and experience it from the side of mortality. God chose 
to enter our world, not to condemn us, or it, but to 
redeem it. Jesus is the great reminder that God longs to 
save us, not judge us. Thank God for God! Thank God for 
Jesus who was God with us. 

 Q - MY PRAYER... 

 Holy and Heavenly God, thank you that you live with 
those who are contrite and repentant and who long for 
your presence. You know we are only mortal, but you 
love us. You know that we are flawed, but you redeemed 
us. You know that we are not perfect, but you sent Jesus 
as the perfect sacrifice to save us. Thank you. Through 
my Saviour I offer my sincerest gratitude and praise. 
Amen. 
  
Thursday Psalms 56:4  
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be 
afraid. What can mortal man do to me? 
 THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 One of the powerful things about having a Bible, a 
repository of God's words, is that its age and varied 
countries and cultures remind us how enduring God's 
truth actually is. Yet it is God in whom we put our trust. 
His enduring presence through cultures, centuries, and 
countries reminds us that eternal is outside our grasp, 
but God holds us in his grasp. 

R -MY PRAYER... 

O Great and Eternal God, thank you that you are more 
stable than the ground on which I stand, more enduring 
than the mountain peaks I admire, and more constant 
than the waves upon the oceans.  I trust my life and my 
future and soul with you. Please be pleased, but even 
more, help me to be constant in faithfulness to you. 
Through Jesus I ask this prayer. Amen. 
  
Friday 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a 
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+20:24
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jas+1:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+56:4
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1th+4:16-17


What do you have that is forever? Most of everything we 
have falls apart, breaks, or runs down in a short time. But 
we have three things that last forever: God, our Christian 
friends, and our praise of God. These are eternal. 

S - MY PRAYER... 

God, I look forward to the day of your next great surprise. 
I join the angels in standing on tiptoe as I look to the 
clouds to see my Lord, your Son, return in glory and 
receive the welcome and honour he deserves. I praise 
you for that day now, even though I see it only by faith. 
Until I see you on that day, please know my heart's desire 
is to serve you, even when my weakness gets in the way 
of showing it as fully as I should. My thanks to you in 
Jesus name. Amen. 
  
Saturday Revelation 21:2-4 
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride, beautifully 
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
thing has passed away.” 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
I don't know about you, but I'm kind of ready for that old 
order stuff to go away. The end of tears, death, 
mourning, crying and pain sounds pretty good to me! No 
wonder the early Christians would say, "Maranatha. 
Come Lord Jesus!" They couldn't wait. 

T - MY PRAYER... 

Holy God, please help me as I try to continue serving you 
faithfully. My desire is to be steadfast in my love and 
living for you until the glorious day that so many of your 
children have longed for over the centuries. I long to see 
you in your glory and to share in your presence and to 
join with the saints of all ages past praising you around 
your glorious throne. Through Jesus, I pray. Amen. 
  
Sunday Hebrews 9:28 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many 
people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S VERSE... 
 Who are you waiting for? Can you think of anything 
more exciting than to wait for Jesus to come take us 
home in his glory. 

 

U - MY PRAYER... 

 Majestic King of the Ages, may your Kingdom come in all 
its fullness and every knee bow to your Saviour, and may 
you grant that it may come to pass in our generation. 
Through Jesus I expectantly pray. Amen. 
 
 

God bless you all in these most 
challenging days.   
Please be safe. 

   

  
  

Ian F Payne – Major 

 

Romans 8:39 
‘There is no power above us or beneath us—no power 

that could ever be found in the universe that can 

distance us from God’s passionate love, which is 

lavished upon us through our Lord Jesus, the Anointed 

One!’ (Passion Translation) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+21:2-4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+9:28

